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Powerful quake and tsunami devastate Japan 


MARTIN FACKLER 
© 2011 New York Times 

TOKYO - Rescuers struggled to reach 
survivors Saturday morning as Japan 
reeled after an earthquake and tsunami 
struck in deadly tandem. An 8.9-mag- 
nitude earthquake, the strongest ever 
recorded in Japan, set off a devastating 
tsunami that sent walls of water washing 
over coastal cities in the north. Concerns 
mounted over possible radiation leaks 
from two nuclear plants near the earth¬ 
quake zone. 

The death toll was in the hundreds, but 
Japanese media quoted government offi¬ 
cials as saying that it would almost cer¬ 
tainly rise to more than 1,000. About 200 
to 300 bodies were found along the water 
line in Sendai, a port city in the northeast¬ 


ern part of the country and the closest ma¬ 
jor city to the epicenter. 

Thousands of homes were destroyed, 
many roads were impassible, trains and 
buses were not running and power and 
cell phones remained down in the region. 
Japanese officials Saturday issued broad 
evacuation orders for people living in 
the vicinity of two nuclear power plants 
that had experienced breakdowns in their 
cooling systems as a result of the earth¬ 
quake, and warned that small amounts of 
radiation could leak from both plants. 
While the loss of life and property may 
yet be considerable, many lives were cer¬ 
tainly saved by Japan’s extensive disas¬ 
ter preparedness and strict construction 
codes. Japan’s economy was spared a 
more devastating blow because the earth¬ 


quake hit far from its industrial heartland. 
On Friday, at 2:46 p.m. Tokyo time, the 
quake struck. First came the roar and 
rumble of the temblor, shaking sky¬ 
scrapers, toppling furniture and buckling 
highways. Then waves as high as 30 feet 
rushed onto shore, whisking away cars 
and carrying blazing buildings toward 
factories, fields and highways. 

By Saturday morning, Japan was filled 
with scenes of desperation, as stranded 
survivors called for help and rescuers 
searched for people buried in the rubble. 
Kazushige Itabashi, an official in Natori 
City, one of the areas hit hardest by the 
tsunami, said that several districts in an 
area near Sendai airport had been annihi¬ 
lated. 

Continued on next Page 
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JAPAN QUAKE 
Continued from Front Page 
Rescuers found 870 people 
in one elementary school Sat¬ 
urday morning and were try¬ 
ing to reach 1,200 people in 
the junior high school, closer 
to the water. There was no 
electricity and no water for 
people in shelters. According 
to a newspaper, the Mainichi 
Shimbun, about 600 people 
were on the roof of a public 
grade school, in Sendai City. 
By Saturday morning, Japan’s 
Self-Defense Forces and fire¬ 
fighters had evacuated about 
150 of them. 

On the rooftop of Chuo Hos¬ 
pital in the city of Iwanuma, 
doctors and nurses were wav¬ 
ing white flags and pink um¬ 
brellas, according to TV Asa- 
hi. On the floor of the roof, 
they wrote “Help” in English, 
and “Food” in Japanese. The 
television reporter, observing 
the scene from a helicopter, 
said, “If anyone in the City 
Hall office is watching, please 
help them.” 

The station also showed 
scenes of people stranded on 




a bridge, cut off by water on 
both sides near the mouth of 
the Abukuma River in Miyagi 
Prefecture. 

People were frantically search¬ 
ing for their relatives. Fumiaki 
Yamato, 70, was in his second 
home in a mountain village 
outside of Sendai when the 
earthquake struck. He spoke 
from his car as he was driving 
toward Sendai trying to find 
the rest of his family. While it 
usually takes about an hour to 
drive to the city, parts of the 
road were impassible. 

“I’m getting worried,” he said 
as he pulled over to take a re¬ 


porter’s call. “I don’t know 
how many hours it’s going to 
take.” 

Japanese, accustomed to 
frequent earthquakes, were 
stunned by this one’s magni¬ 
tude and the more than 100 
aftershocks, many of them 
equivalent to major earth¬ 
quakes. 

“I never experienced such 
a strong earthquake in my 
life,” said Toshiaki Takahashi, 
49, an official in the Sendai 
City Hall office. “I thought 
it would stop, but it just kept 
shaking and shaking, and get¬ 
ting stronger. 
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Calif., Ore. susiained damage from tsunami 



By JEFF BARNARD 
Associated Press 
CRESCENT CITY, Calif. - 
The warnings traveled quickly 
across the Pacific in the mid¬ 
dle of the night: An 8.9-mag- 
nitude earthquake in Japan 
spawned a deadly tsunami, 
and it was racing east as fast 
as a jetliner. 

Sirens blared in Hawaii. The 
West Coast pulled back from 
the shoreline, fearing the 
worst. People were warned to 
stay away from the beaches. 
Fishermen took their boats 
out to sea and safety. 

The alerts moved faster than 
the waves, giving millions of 
people across the Pacific Rim 
hours to prepare. 

In the end, harbors and mari¬ 
nas in California and Oregon 
bore the brunt of the damage, 
estimated by authorities to 
be in the millions of dollars. 
Boats crashed into each other, 
some vessels were pulled out 
to sea and docks were ripped 
out. Rescue crews searched 


for a man who was swept out 
to sea while taking pictures. 
None of the damage in the 
U.S., South America or Cana¬ 
da was anything like the dev¬ 
astation in Japan. 

The warnings the second ma¬ 
jor one for the region in a year 
and the response showed how 
far the earthquake-prone Pa¬ 
cific Rim had come since a 
deadly tsunami caught much 


of Asia by surprise in 2004. 
“That was a different era,” 
said Gerard Fryer, a geophysi¬ 
cist with the Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center. “We got the 
warning out very quickly. It 
would not have been possible 
to do it that fast in 2004.” 
Within 10 minutes after Ja¬ 
pan was shaken by its big¬ 
gest earthquake in recorded 
history, the center had issued 


Tsunami heads to South America 


By Peter Henderson 
Associated Press 
OAKLAND, Calif./QUITO - 

Thousands of people fled their 
homes along the California 
coast as a tsunami triggered 
by the massive earthquake 
in Japan began hitting the 
U.S. West Coast after rolling 
through Hawaii. 

But the giant wall of water ap¬ 
peared to have lost much of its 
energy as it roared thousands 
of miles across the Pacific 
Ocean toward North America, 
according to initial reports 
from officials in the United 
States, Mexico and Canada. 
“The models are showing that 
the waves are dying down and 
so hopefully this event will 


be over in two to five hours,” 
Laura Furgione, a senior of¬ 
ficial at the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, told report¬ 
ers in a phone call. With the 
tsunami still poised to strike 
South America’s coastline, 
Chile said it would evacuate 
flood-prone areas. The coun¬ 
try was hit by a magnitude 8.8 
quake and ensuing tsunamis a 
year ago that killed more than 
500 people. The waves are 
expected to reach mainland 
Chile around midnight local 
time The government also up¬ 
graded the tsunami alert for 
Chile’s remote Easter Island. 
Waves crashing ashore along 
the California coast were larg¬ 


er than normal, but only the 
town of Crescent City, near 
the California border with 
Oregon, and Santa Cruz, 72 
miles south of San Francisco, 
suffered any real damage. 
About 35 boats and most of 
the harbor docks were dam¬ 
aged in Crescent City, where 
waves were more than 6 feet, 
while Santa Cruz sustained 
about $2 million in damages 
to docks and vessels, emer¬ 
gency management officials 
said. 

Rescue services were search¬ 
ing for a 25-year-old man who 
was swept out to sea while 
standing on a sandbar at the 
mouth of the Klamath River 
in California. □ 


its warning. The offshore 
quake pushed water onto 
land, sometimes miles inland, 
sweeping away boats, cars, 
homes and people. Hundreds 
are dead. As the tsunami 
raced across the Pacific at 
500 mph, the first sirens be¬ 
gan sounding across Hawaii 
late Thursday night. Police 
went through the tourist mec- 
ca of Waikiki, warning of an 
approaching tsunami. Hotels 
moved tourists from lower 
floors to upper levels. Some 
tourists ended up spending 
the night in their cars. 

Across the islands, people 
stocked up on bottled water, 
canned foods and toilet paper. 


Authorities opened buildings 
to people fleeing low-lying 
areas. Fishermen took their 
boats out to sea, away from 
harbors and marinas where the 
waves would be most intense. 
Residents did the same last 
February, when an 8.8-magni¬ 
tude quake in Chile prompted 
tsunami warnings. The waves 
did little damage then. 

The tsunami waves reached 
Hawaii, tossing boats in Ho¬ 
nolulu. The water covered 
beachfront roads and rushed 
into hotels on the Big Island. 
The waves carried a house 
out to sea. Seven-foot waves 
flooded low-lying areas in 
Maui..Q 
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In California 

Police try for trespassing 
charges on bridge juniper 



Golden Gate Bridge 


SAN FRANCISCO -The 
California Highway Patrol 
is recommending the filing 
of trespassing charges by the 
San Francisco District Attor¬ 
ney’s Office against the Wind¬ 
sor High School student who 
jumped from the Golden Gate 
Bridge Thursday morning. 
The teen who survived the 
11 a.m., 220-foot fall from 
the South Tower area of the 
bridge has been identified by 
friends on social media sites 
as 17-year-old Luhe “Otter” 
Vilagomez. School officials 
and the CHP have not con¬ 
firmed his identity. 

Frederic Lecouturier, the 
45-year-old San Rafael surfer 
who recovered the teen from 
the water and paddled him 


to the Fort Point shore on his 
board, said the teen told him 
he jumped “for kicks.” 

CHP Officer Chris Rardin 
said the misdemeanor tres¬ 
passing charge entails climb¬ 
ing any rail, cable, suspender 
rope, tower or superstructure 
not intended for public use. 
The offense is punishable by 
up to a year in county jail, a 
fine up to $10,000, or both. 
Rardin said the CHP does not 
believe the teen intended to 
commit suicide, but wants to 
ensure he is not at risk for fur¬ 
ther incidents. 

The teen was taken to San 
Francisco General Hospital. 
Rardin said there was no up¬ 
date today on his condition or 
whereabouts. □ 
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Secret Service tape 

Reagan attack tape released 


By CALVIN WOODWARD 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - A Secret 
Service audiotape 30 years 
old sheds light on the chaotic 
aftermath of Ronald Reagan’s 
shooting when neither the 
president nor his guardians 
realized he’d been shot, and 
an agent’s snap decision to get 
him to a hospital might have 
saved his life. 

“Let’s hustle,” agent Jerry 
Parr is heard barking as Rea¬ 
gan’s limousine suddenly 
changed course, the sight of 
the president’s blood signal¬ 
ing there was more wrong 
with him than a bruised rib or 
two, as everyone thought right 
after the March 30, 1981, at¬ 
tack. The car, which had been 
spiriting Reagan back to the 
security of the White House 
after the spray of gunfire, sped 
to George Washington Uni¬ 
versity Hospital instead. Rea¬ 
gan lost about half his blood 
and came closer to death that 
day than Americans realized 
for years later. 

The Secret Service released 
the tape in response to a pub¬ 
lic-records request from Del 


Wilber, a Washington Post 
reporter whose book, “Raw- 
hide Down: The Near Assas¬ 
sination of Ronald Reagan,” 
comes out next week. 

Just over 10 minutes, the tape 
captures the urgent, confused 
yet coolly methodical ra¬ 
dio communications among 
agents on the scene and the 
Secret Service command post, 
starting when the president 
and his entourage walked 
out of the Washington Hilton 
while John Hinckley Jr., with 
a pistol, stood waiting. 
Hinckley opened fire, wound¬ 
ing press secretary James 
Brady in the head, police of¬ 
ficer Thomas Delahanty in the 
back of the neck and Secret 
Service agent Timothy Mc¬ 
Carthy in the abdomen before 
his last bullet ricocheted off 
the limousine, grazing Rea¬ 
gan’s rib and lodging in his 
lung. As has been known, 
Reagan and his protectors at 
first thought he’d merely hurt 
his ribs from being shoved 
into the vehicle by Parr. 

At 2:27 p.m., 19 seconds into 
the tape, agent Ray Shaddick 
radios: “Advise, we’ve had 


shots fired. Shots fired. There 
are some injuries, uh, lay one 
on.” 

Sixteen seconds later, Parr ra¬ 
dios assurance about a presi¬ 
dent whose Secret Service 
code name was drawn from 
the Westerns he loved: “Raw- 
hide is OK. Follow-up. Raw- 
hide is OK.” 

But 25 seconds after that, the 
plan abruptly changes: “We 
want to go to the emergency 
room of George Washington.” 
Nowhere in the tape does any¬ 
one state that the president is 
hurt. Inside the car, however, 
as participants have told it, 
Reagan was worsening. Parr 
had quickly checked Reagan 
as they sped away and finding 
nothing terribly amiss, pre¬ 
ferred the safety and medical 
facilities of the White House 
to an unsecured hospital. And 
when Reagan found blood in 
his mouth, the president told 
his men he must have cut his 
lip. But Reagan was becom¬ 
ing more ashen, complained 
of trouble breathing and the 
bleeding did not appear to be 
from a mere cut. Parr ordered 
the diversion to the hospital.Q 


In New Mexico 

Symbol of waste for sale 



New Mexico governor’s executive jet 


By Zelie Pollon 
Associated Press 
Santa Fe, New Mexico - New 
Mexico officials said Friday 
they are seeking aviation bro¬ 
kers to sell the state’s private 
jet, which the new Republican 
governor has called a symbol 
of waste and excess. 


Republican Governor Susana 
Martinez vowed during her 
campaign to get rid of the ex¬ 
ecutive jet, purchased by her 
Democratic predecessor, and 
referred to it in her state of the 
state address. 

“At a time when New Mexi¬ 
cans are struggling to make 


ends meet, their governor 
should not be leading a life of 
privilege,” 

Martinez said in January. “We 
will get rid of that ultimate 
symbol of waste and excess; 
we will sell the state’s luxury 
jet.” 

Martinez spokesman Scott 
Darnell said on Friday: “As 
she promised during her cam¬ 
paign, she has grounded the 
jet and put it up for sale.” 

The plane has been listed for 
sale on her website, 
but state General Services 
Secretary Ed Burckle said on 
Friday that New Mexico was 
seeking brokers to make the 
governor’s wish a reality. 
“Selling the state jet is a pri¬ 
ority for Governor Martinez,” 
Burckle said. “We feel that 
utilizing a broker will get us 
the best price, and will help us 
reach the right market.’Q 































In Los Angeles 


Train crash survivors 
make claims to judge 



Firefighters work to rescue trapped passengers 


By LINDA DEUTSCH 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES - Two of the more than 100 people injured 
when a passenger train slammed head-on into a freight train 2 
1/2 years ago told a judge Friday of the horrific scene and their 
suffering in the aftermath. 

One of the most seriously injured, Richard Myles, told the judge 
determining how to divide a $200 million settlement that the 
crash damaged his spine, broke his neck and cut short his as¬ 
pirations to reach the top of his profession as a high-ranking 
manager in the Los Angeles Department of Sanitation. 

His lawyer, R. Edward Pfeister Jr., asked that Myle receive 
$10 to $12 million from the pool that will be divided among 
the families of 25 who were killed and 100 who were injured. 
Superior Court Judge Peter Lichtman reminded attorneys that 
there is a federally mandated cap on the fund. He estimated it 
will take two months to hear from all the victims and divide the 
money. 

Norman Nicholson, the first victim to testify, described how 
he escaped critical injury and wound up helping others escape 
from the Sept. 12, 2008, crash. His lawyer suggested he should 
receive between $200,000 and $300,000 for his injuries and the 
emotional distress of witnessing the tragedy. 

The trains slammed together in the Chatsworth section of the 
San Fernando Valley after the passenger train went through a 
red signal. Investigators believe the train’s engineer, who was 
killed in the crash, was sending text messages at the time.Q 
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Maryland gay marriage bill dies with no final vote 


By TOM LoBIANCO 
Associated Press 

ANNAPOLIS, Md. - The ef¬ 
fort to legalize gay marriage in 
Maryland died for the year af¬ 
ter supporters said they could 
not find enough votes to pass 
the measure in the House. 
House leaders avoided a final 
vote on the bill and returned it 
to the House Judiciary Com¬ 
mittee after it became appar¬ 
ent they did not have the 71 
votes needed for approval. 
The bill to make Maryland the 
sixth state to allow gay mar¬ 
riage had already passed the 
Senate, and the governor said 
he would have signed it. 
House Speaker Michael 



Busch said they would try 
again next year. “The vote 
would have been very close, 
make no mistake about it,” 
said Busch, D-Anne Arundel. 
Although Democrats have 
solid control over both cham¬ 
bers of the General Assembly 
and the governor’s office, ex¬ 
tending full marriage rights to 
same sex couples did not ap¬ 
pear possible before this year. 


The Senate narrowly ap¬ 
proved the measure two 
weeks ago, voting 25-21 send 
the bill to the House after add¬ 
ing language to keep religious 
groups from being forced to 
serve gay weddings. 

While Democrats hold an 
overwhelming 98 seats in the 
141-seat House of Delegates, 
the pickup of six seats by Re¬ 
publicans in the last election 
helped erode support, said 
House Environmental Mat¬ 
ters Chairwoman Maggie Mc¬ 
Intosh, one of the chamber’s 
seven openly gay members. 
The move ends weeks of in¬ 
tensely personal debates and 
lobbying on the measure.□ 
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U.S. readies relief for quake-hit lapan 


By Patricia Zengerle 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON - President 
Barack Obama sent condo¬ 
lences to the people of Japan 
and said the United States 
stood ready to help its close 
ally after a massive earth- 



President Obama 


In New York 

Judge hears arguments 
in profiling Muslims case 

By Basil Katz 
Associated Press 


NEW YORK - After the 
September 11, 2001 attacks, 
Muslims and Arabs were ille¬ 
gally targeted and detained by 
the U.S. government without 
proper suspicion of ties to ter¬ 
rorism, a rights lawyer told a 
New York judge . 

Judge John Gleeson grilled 
attorneys in Brooklyn federal 
court for 90 minutes over the 
latest version of a 2002 civil 
rights lawsuit against a former 
U.S. attorney general, the FBI 
director and federal prison of¬ 
ficials. 

Attorneys for former Attorney 
General John Ashcroft and 
FBI director Robert Mueller 
said the suit should be dis¬ 
missed because the pair have 
qualified legal immunity since 
any misconduct was done by 
junior officials and they had 
no personal involvement or 
knowledge of any abuse. 

The lawsuit was filed by the 
Center for Constitutional 
Rights on behalf of eight Mus¬ 
lim men who said they were 



Judge John Gleeson 


illegally targeted and harshly 
abused by federal prison em¬ 
ployees because of their reli¬ 
gion and ethnicity. 

“These defendants were sus¬ 
pected terrorists not based” 
on reasonable suspicion “but 
based on their race and reli¬ 
gion,” rights group attorney 
Rachel Meeropol told the 
judge. 

The judge said the core of the 
case concerning Ashcroft and 
Mueller was how law enforce¬ 
ment officers interpreted their 
orders after the September 11 
attacks, and whether the ex¬ 
treme situation that the United 
States found itself in warrant¬ 
ed a looser approach to police 
work and investigations.Q 


quake and tsunami. 

The U.S. Defense Depart¬ 
ment was preparing Ameri¬ 
can forces in the Pacific to 
provide relief after the quake, 
which generated a tsunami 
that headed across the Pa¬ 
cific Ocean past Hawaii and 
toward the west coast of the 
U.S. mainland. 

The U.S. Air Force trans¬ 
ported “some really important 
coolant” to a Japanese nuclear 
plant affected by the quake, 
Secretary of State Hillary 
Clinton said. 

Authorities said at least hun¬ 
dreds of people were killed in 
Japan and the toll is expected 
to rise. 

The friendship and alliance 
between our two nations is un¬ 
shakable, and only strength¬ 
ens our resolve to stand with 
the people of Japan as they 
overcome this tragedy. 

Obama, who called Japa¬ 
nese Prime Minister Naoto 
Kan morning and was being 
briefed on the disaster, is set 
to give a news conference at 
12:30 p.m. EST (1730 GMT). 
His chief of staff, Bill Daley, 
awakened the president to tell 
him about the earthquake . 
Daley told a meeting of the 
President’s Export Council it 
appeared Hawaii was spared 
serious impact from the tsu¬ 
nami. 

There is still some risk to the 
U.S. West Coast “but I think 
the enormous fears that were 
there hours ago, for some of 
us hours ago, have diminished 
greatly, which is quite a relief 
for all of us,” he said.Q 


In New Mexico 


Another blow for border 
town of debatable oast 



Columbus, N.M. Police Chief Angelo Vega 


By SUE MAJOR HOLMES 
Associated Press Writer 
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. - 
Two years ago, when Angelo 
Vega took over the Colum¬ 
bus police force, he vowed to 
push back forcefully against 
the dusty New Mexico border 
town’s rough recent past: ram¬ 
pant drug and human smug¬ 
gling, an economy awash in 
narcotics cash from Mexico, 
and a revolving-door depart¬ 
ment that had been led by six 
police chiefs in three years. 
“This is a new day for Colum¬ 
bus,” Vega told The Associ¬ 
ated Press, vowing at the time 
that all crooks would now 
have to face justice and fear 
jail time. 

On Tuesday, Vega himself 
is due in court, answering to 
federal charges that he took 
part in a scheme to illegally 
buy guns in the U.S. and send 
them to Mexico. Mayor Ed¬ 


die Espinoza, town Trustee 
Bias Gutierrez and eight oth¬ 
ers were accused of firearms 
and smuggling charges in the 
84-count indictment. 

The defendants, who alleg¬ 
edly bought roughly 200 fire¬ 
arms over a 14-month period 
from Chaparral Guns in Chap¬ 
arral, are accused of falsely 
claiming they were buying 
the weapons for themselves 
when they were really acting 
as straw purchasers and buy¬ 
ing them on behalf of others. 
Martha Skinner, a former Co¬ 
lumbus mayor, said she was 
astonished to learn of the 
charges, saying a such a gun 
scheme could have put the 
whole village at risk. 

“These people swore to up¬ 
hold the law and to take care 
of us,” said Skinner, who 
served as mayor from 2002 
to 2006, when Espinoza de¬ 
feated her.Q 


NEED CASH TODAY? 


PAWN OR SELL YOUR GOLD 


"'f* HIGHEST PRICES ON ARUBA 

NOBODY PAYS YOU MORE, COME AND SEE 

O JUWELENHUISJE 

OPEN 10AM - 6PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 



LOWEST COSTS 



ORANJESTAD WERFSTRAAT 7 LOK. 12 TEL 588 4141 (!) SAN NICOLAS B. V/D VEEN ZEPPENFELDSTRAAT 14 TEL 584 4141 


















































Aruba 
Chamber 
gets ready for 
Innovation 
Expo 

ORANJESTAD, Aruba 
— Everything is set for 
the Aruba Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
International Destination 
Innovation Expo, which 
has the purpose of inspir¬ 
ing all participants by 
taking them on an incred¬ 
ible destination innova¬ 
tion journey on May 27 
and 28, 2011, in down¬ 
town Oranjestad, Aruba. 
The Destination Innova¬ 
tion Expo will serve as a 
platform where local and 
foreign entrepreneurs 
will meet to exhibit their 
innovative products and 
services, learn from each 
other and do some net¬ 
working. Innovation has 
become an essential ele¬ 
ment to all businesses, 
large or small, in order 
to keep on developing. 
Innovation may be the in¬ 
troduction of a new prod¬ 
uct or service, in a new or 
existing enterprise, but it 
may also be an improve¬ 
ment of management 
or service and/or pro¬ 
ductivity, which gives 
new life to a business. 
The event consists of 
two types of activities. 
The first section is the 
Expo, where all partici¬ 
pating companies will 
exhibit their innovative 
product or service to the 
public. In a second sec¬ 
tion, the participant will 
have the opportunity to 
share “success stories” 
and “best practices” of 
his/her business with 
the audience present. 
International participa¬ 
tion invitations have al¬ 
ready been sent to many 
companies abroad.□ 


At the Radisson Resort 


International Women’s Day celebrated 




General Manager Rob Smith and the executive team served up a 
sumptuous lunch to all the women associates. 



PALM BEACH - The annu¬ 
ally celebrated International 
Women’s Day, highlight¬ 
ing women’s achievements 
throughout history and across 
nations, was also commemo¬ 
rated at the Radisson Aruba Re¬ 
sort Casino & Spa with a spe¬ 
cial luncheon giving in honor 
of the resort’s 195 female col¬ 
leagues. Colleagues gathered 
in the Grand Caribbean Ball¬ 
room and were welcomed by 
General Manager Rob Smith, 
then a sumptuous lunch was 


served by the general manager 
and the executive committee. 
The afternoon also included a 
Town Hall Discussion about 
the role of women at the resort. 

The discussion was facilitated 
by Angelique Croes, Human 
Resources Manager, Germaine 
Wever, Plaza Club Manager 
and Bibi Ohab, Executive 
Housekeeper, who outlined and 
commented on their careers at 
the resort. Glenn Farro, Direc¬ 
tor of Human Resources re¬ 
ports that the day is also known 
as the United Nations (UN) 
Day for Women’s Rights and 
International Peace. 

The event was designed not 
just to raise awareness but 
also to make women aware of 
their collective powers to make 
a real difference for women 
around the world! 

And male colleagues should 
not fear, as they will be feted 
during a similar event, Interna¬ 
tional Men’s Day scheduled for 
Saturday, November 19, 2011. 
“We care for our colleagues,” 
Farro concludes, “and we will 
keep trying to find different 
ways to improve and be better 
for each and every one of you 
that are part of the Radisson 
family.’Q 
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Paradera 

Park 


APARTMENTS 



*Intimate* 
*Relaxation * 
*Comfort* 
*High Quality* 
*Affordability * 

T: 5823278 



www.paraderapark-ariiba.com 


Annual BBQ Cook Out at The Aruba Marriott 
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The menu features authentic Spanish tapas 
and entteeS Such aS delicious Seafood Paella) 
USbA %eef Tenderloin & fJeto Zealand 
lamb Chops from the charcoal j-l/l. 


Open from 6.00pm - 10.30pm. Closed on Sundays and Wednesdays. 
Reservation recommended 
For reservation call 520-1100 ext. 6154 


Visit us at our 
NEW location on 
La Cabana's Boardwal 


det th 



PALM BEACH - Recently 
at the Aruba Marriott, fam¬ 
ily and friends from the East 
Coast and Chicago gathered 
for a grand cook out. 
Organized by Marriott guest 
Mr. Petito, each year the same 
group of friends meets up at 
the Marriott where they enjoy 
a BBQ and other delicious 
homemade dishes. 

Chef Petito prepared his fa¬ 
mous Italian spicy sausages 
and spare ribs, while Jose¬ 
phine and George Sanfratello 
brought their homemade pas¬ 
ta rotolo and canolis. 

“Five years ago we started 
talking on the beach and now 
we meet every year at same 
time and same place in Aruba 
for a BBQ”, says Mr. Petito. 
The highlight of the groups’ 
trip this year was the renewal 


of ten years marriage of Mary- 
Ann and Jack Stack. 

In the last five years this group 
of family and friends made 
some Aruban friends includ¬ 
ing Marriott’s associates Che¬ 
la, Sandra and Jeremy, who 
joined them at the BBQ cook 
out. The Aruba Marriott looks 


forward to meet their East 
Coast family again next year 
for another BBQ cook out. 

Group picture from left to 
right: Emo, Chela, Don, 
John, Lisa, Cindy, Jack and 
MaryAnn, Des, Joe, Sid, 
Joann, Sandra, Josephine and 
George. □ 
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At Cool Casino 

New Cash Spin Slot Machines introduced 



The Orange Fish Festival 



PALM BEACH - Slot ma¬ 
chine lovers will delight in the 
new Cash Spin machines just 
installed and placed on line 
at Cool Casino, Riu Palace. 
Marc Charley Director of Ca¬ 
sino Operations introduced the 
3 Reels, 25 Lines, 200 Credits 
Max Bet, machine which fea¬ 
tures a fun U-Spin Bonus Bet, 
just recently. 

Having visited a Las Vegas 
gaming show late last year, 
Charley reports he immedi¬ 
ately knew that the new tech¬ 
nology mixing reel and video 
will be well-received in Aruba 


among locals and visitors. The 
new Cash Spin machines, he 
says are the first ones on the 
island, and the first of their 
kind in the Caribbean, intro¬ 
duced for the first time at Cool 
Casino. 

Cash Spin, by Bally Gaming, 
has a lot of wonderful features 
Charley explains, it also offers 
entertaining two-level pro¬ 
gressive jackpots, Major and 
Minor, which are awarded in 
the U-Spin Wheel Bonus. As 
the three reels spin, the U- 
Spin Bonus Bet is actives, and 
players are then granted spins 


for credits, then more free 
spins and Money Bag fea¬ 
tures, to increase their chance 
at landing a jackpot. 

The interactive machines de¬ 
liver great graphics, sounds 
and color, combining reel 
spins and video, and play¬ 
ers may bet anywhere from 
40C to 200C, TITO, Ticket in 
Ticket Out, with larger bets 
increasing the chance of hit¬ 
ting bigger prizes. 

Cool Casino is proud of its 
new toys, ready to delight slot 
machine lovers on the eve 
of Aruba’s Grand Carnival 
2011 .□ 



EAGLE BEACH - ARFaruba 
and Animal Rights Aruba join 
efforts to raise funds for spay/ 
neuter, veterinarian care, and 
rescue of homeless dogs and 
cats of Aruba. Aqua Windie’s 
has graciously offered to host 
this event. 

The problem of these stray 
animals continues to reflect 
badly on the Island of Aruba 
and these poor, sweet animals 
are suffering from lack of 
food, health care and loving 
homes. In an effort to raise 
awareness and resources to 
help with this problem, we are 


planning some special events 
in 2011. Please join us for 
this fun day and donate to this 
worthy cause. 

Prizes and games for the kids, 
fun items to buy - crafts, 
books, jewelry, nice flea 
market items, paintings, and 
more! 

Where: Aqua Windie’s - Be¬ 
hind La Quinta 
Directions at: 
www. aquawindies .com 
When: Sunday March 13, 

2011 from 10 AM to 5 PM 
Admission donation apprecia- 
tecQ 


Fishes & More showcases the best seafood entrees 


Ask about the Early 
Bird Menu from 
4 PM to 6:30 PM 



Fishes & More specialize in 
freshest fish and seafood on 



the island, and at the same 
time please the non-fish 
lovers as well. All the dishes 
are prepared a la minute by an 
internationally experienced 
kitchen team, which gives the 
twist to the fabulous dishes. 
Influences from all over 


the world are found back 
on the menu and they are 
already well known for the 
daily changing specials. If 
you have a large party, or if 
there is anything you feel 
like in particular, Fishes & 
More can always arrange 
to have your dinner cooked 
just for you, as they work 


only with fresh and honest 
products! 

Ideally located in front 
of the Occidental Resort 
(Former Allegro), they are 
visited both by individuals 
and families alike, as they 
have a super kids menu, 
so they can enjoy their 
dinner as much as you 


will yours! 

Enjoy live entertainment 
every night at 8PM, and 
even after dinner the perfect 
night out continues, as you 
can shop till you drop since 
the shops on our friendly 


square are open until eleven. 
See what its like to experience 
real fresh dining joy with a 
twist! 

Open from 4 pm until midnight 


For reservations call 
+(297) 586-3659 
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Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: "From the pier to your plate!" 


ORANJESTAD- The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Char¬ 
ters, the successful fisher¬ 
men of the established 
seafood restaurant Drift¬ 
wood in Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 
Merryweather has a love and 
passion for fishing. A fisher¬ 
man who knows about fish, "fresh seafood" really mean, 
what our local waters have What Herby catches will be 
to offer, and what the words served in his restaurant on 





Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


the same day. Herby loves 
to share his fishing passion 
with the many visitors to the 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called "Driftwood I and II, is 
available for charters on a 
daily basis from 8am to 


Catch your own dinner 


12 noon and from 1 pm to 
5pm. A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. You 
can call Herby directly at 
(297) 592 4040 or go to 
www.driftwoodaruba.com. 

Rates: 

$360-1/2 day 
$720- full day 
Rates per boat 
Max. 6 people 


Driftwood Restaurant 

This authentic Aruban 
seafood restaurant is located 
in characteristic downtown 
Oranjestad. Their extended 


menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily 
specials, as well as a delicious 
3-course menu for just $24. 


Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood Restaurant 

Klipstraat 12, Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.d riftwooda ru ba.com 

Opening hours: every day, but Tuesdays from 5pm till 10:30pm. 


ARUHIBA THE 1 AND ONIY HOMEMADE ARUBAN CIGAR 


SOLEDAD 14-A, IMOORD • TEL: (297) 593-6177 • bap59@live.com 



ORANJESTAD- Benjamin 
Petrocchi started the 
newest export product of 
Aruba, locally produced 


cigars called “Aruhiba”. 
These cigars are 
produced and cultivated 
in Aruba. Petrocchi has 
always had an interest in 
the cigar business and 
has also sold Premium 
Cuban Cigars, and now 
he is growing his own 
tobacco crop. After many 
attempts and trips to 
Santo Domingo and Cuba 



he started his own 
production and cultivation 
of Aruhiba Cigars in 
Aruba. The process took 
ten years. Petrocchi 
dedication to the cigars is 
important for the molding 
and process of making a 
perfect cigar which takes 
a long time. The cigar 
box is specially designed 
for the cigars with the 
logo “Aruhiba”. Petrocchi 
considers Aruhiba a 
promotion for Aruba 
through fine quality 
cigars. The company 
sells International cigars 
as well. Buy a gift box of 
Aruhiba Corona with five 



cigars and you will get 1 
FREE cigar of $35. 
Located at the Historic 
Dutch Windmill. Open 
from Monday to Saturday 
from 9am till 8:30pm. 

And open on Sunday 




from 9am to 1 pm. Aruhiba farm where cigars are 
is only available in above handmade. For tour to 
mentioned stores. Visit the tabaco factory call: 

our authentic tobacco 586-0347 


BUY & RECEIVE ONI ARUBAN CIGAR FREE WITH THIS FLYER 
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Military action would 


need added support 



German Chancellor Angela Merkel 


Saudia Arabia quashes protests 



Anti-government protestor 


By RAF CASERT 
Associated Press 
BRUSSELS - An emergency 
European Union summit on 
Libya has not brought a no- 
fly zone any closer, but lead¬ 
ers embraced a new Libyan 
opposition group as a viable 
partner after cutting all con¬ 
tact with strongman Moam- 
mar Gadhafi. 

The EU said that the option of 
military action to protect Liby¬ 
ans from attacks by Gadhafi’s 
forces remained, but only if 
it has sufficient diplomatic 
backing. The 27 EU leaders 
were, however, unanimous in 
saying the fighting could not 
continue on Europe’s southern 
doorstep. 

Government leaders at sum¬ 


mit backed Libya’s opposition 
council, but stopped short of 
bestowing on it the diplomatic 
recognition France gave it on 
Thursday. Some EU leaders 
were upset President Nicolas 
Sarkozy had taken that action 
one day before the meeting, 
which was meant to decide a 
common strategy. 

“Everyone agrees that Gad¬ 
hafi is no longer an interlocu¬ 
tor,” Sarkozy said “Everyone 
agrees that the opposition 
council is a political interlocu¬ 
tor who we should welcome 
and encourage.” 

Four days ago, Libya’s Inter¬ 
im Governing Council was a 
little known umbrella group 
of Gadhafi opponents based in 
Benghazi.□ 


By HASSAN AMMAR 
Associated Press 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia - 
A massive show of force 
snuffed out a Facebook-based 
effort to stage unprecedented 
pro-democracy protests in the 
capital of Saudi Arabia but 
political unrest and sectarian 
tensions roiled neighboring 
Yemen and Bahrain. 

Yemen’s largest demonstra¬ 
tions in a month were met by 
police gunfire that left at least 
six protesters injured and 
seemed certain to fuel more 
anger against the deeply un¬ 
popular U.S.-allied president. 
In Bahrain, a conflict deep¬ 
ened between the island 
kingdom’s Shiite majority 
and its Sunni Muslim royal 
family, whose security forces 
and pro-government mobs 
attacked demonstrators with 
tear gas, rocks and swords. 
Defense Secretary Robert 
Gates visited the tiny country, 
the home of the U.S. Navy’s 
5th Fleet, to reassure its rulers 
of unwavering U.S. support, 
officials said. 

With uprisings threatening al¬ 
lies on its eastern and south¬ 
ern flanks, the Sunni Saudi 
monarchy appeared to be tak¬ 
ing no chances in its effort 
to keep the popular push for 
democracy in the Arab world 


from spreading to the world’s 
largest crude oil exporter. 

In the heavily Shiite eastern 
Saudi city of Qatif, a short 
drive from Bahrain, armored 
personnel carriers and dozens 
of officers in riot gear sur¬ 
rounded several hundred dem¬ 
onstrators shouting calls for 
reforms and equality between 
the sects. Police opened fire in 
the city to disperse a protest 
late Thursday in an incident 
that left three protesters and 
one officer wounded, but there 
was no repeat of that violence. 
Yemen’s president of 32 years 
appeared to be one of the Arab 
leaders most threatened by 
the regional unrest inspired 
by pro-democracy revolts in 
Egypt and Tunisia. 


Hundreds of thousands of pro¬ 
testers gathered in Yemen’s 
four largest provinces, ripping 
down and burning President 
Ali Abdullah Saleh’s portraits 
in Sheikh Othman, the most 
populated district in the south¬ 
ern port city of Aden, witness¬ 
es said. 

Security forces hurled tear gas 
into crowds close to a stadium 
and then opened fire, using 
machine guns mounted on ve¬ 
hicles, said eyewitness Sind 
Abdullah, 25. 

In the conservative capital, 
Sanaa, thousands of women 
participated in demonstrations 
a startling move in a deeply 
tribal society where women 
are expected to stay out of 
sight. Q 


Tsunami 101: 


Asia is propping for more big waves 



Tsunami Wave destruction 


By HILLARY BRENHOUSE 
Associated Press 
After an 8.8-magnitude earth¬ 
quake threw Japan off kilter 
prompting a watery surge that 
has engulfed the country’s 
northeast, tsunami warnings 
have been issued in abun¬ 
dance. 

What are countries in the 
waves’ path doing to prepare? 
Philippines: Authorities at the 
Philippine Institute of Volca¬ 
nology and Seismology es¬ 
timate that the first tsunami 
waves will reach the Philip¬ 
pines between 5pm and 7pm 
local time. Its director, Renato 
Solidum, has advised residents 
of coastal areas to evacuate 
and move to higher ground. 


The Philippine Coast Guard 
has alerted its operatives and 
- according to its chief, Wil- 
fredo Tamayo - has put rescue 
teams across the Philippines 
on standby. Vessels have been 
asked not to sail. 

ABS-CBN News reports that 
police officers are making the 
rounds to schools in Batanes, 
the country’s northernmost 
province, to aid children and 
teachers. 

Guam: Waves could hit this 
Pacific island as early as 
7:09pm according to a press 
release from its Department 
of Homeland Security and 
Civil Defense. Residents and 
tourists have been advised to 
evacuate low-laying, coastal 


zones and proceed to areas at 
least 50ft. above sea level and 
100 ft. inland. The governor’s 
office reports that all public 
beaches have been closed. 


Homeland Security has asked 
that all hotels and apartment 
buildings in the city of Tu¬ 
rnon, the center of Guam’s 
tourism industry, clear their 


bottom five floors of guests/ 
tenants. 

Taiwan: The country’s Cen¬ 
tral Weather Bureau has 
warned that the waves will 
reach Hualien and Taitung on 
the island’s east coast at 09:32 
GMT and 09:36 GMT, re¬ 
spectively, and the northeast¬ 
ern port of Keelung at 10:04 
GMT. 

Though it is projected that the 
wave will be 50 centimeters 
high and have minimal impact 
on the coast, residents are be¬ 
ing urged to take precautions. 
Schools and offices are closed 
in Keelung city, Taitung 
county, Hualien county, Yilan 
county and some coastal dis¬ 
tricts in New Taipei city.Q 
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Is Gadhafi going to win? 


New York - America’s intel¬ 
ligence chief predicts that the 
Libyan “regime will prevail.” 
Can Gadhafi really crush the 
rebellion? President Obama 
and other world leaders have 
urged Libyan leader Moam- 
mar Gadhafi to step down, 
but some U.S. intelligence of¬ 
ficials now concede that Gad¬ 
hafi will probably win. Direc¬ 
tor of National Intelligence 
James Clapper told Congress 
Thursday that he thinks “over 
the longer term, that the re¬ 
gime will prevail” in Libya’s 
civil war, given Gadhafi’s 
superior weapons and better- 
trained troops. After initial 
losses, those troops do appear 
to be driving the rebels back. 
With many of his own people 
and most of the world against 
him, can Gadhafi really hold 
onto power? 

Gadhafi probably will win: 
The rebels’ “morale and 
resolve” is little “defense 
against heavy artillery,” says 
Dominic Waghorn at Sky 
News. And as Gadhafi’s forc¬ 
es retake cities and ports, their 
earlier ineptness looks suspi¬ 
ciously like a ploy to draw the 



Libyan Leader Moammar Gadhafi 


“disorganized rebel militia” 
out of their safety zone. If 
the West doesn’t step in now, 
“there is a danger that Libya’s 
democratic uprising is about 
to be snuffed out as the world 
does little more than look on 
with horror.” 

The rebels can pull this off 
if we help: “I am convinced 
the rebels will win,” says 
Hisham Matar at The New 
York Times. And the “fighters 
are adamant they can win this 
themselves,” without foreign 
troops. But they do need sup¬ 
plies and better weapons, and 
a no-fly zone would be nice. 


After the Revolution 


WASHINGTON-”Democra- 
cy arises out of the notion 
that those who are equal in 
any respect are equal in all re¬ 
spects,” said Aristotle. 

But if the Philosopher dis¬ 
liked the form of government 
that arose out of the fallacy of 
human equality, the Founding 
Fathers detested it. 

“A democracy is nothing more 
than mob rule,” said Thomas 
Jefferson, “where 51 percent 
of the people may take away 
the rights of the other 49.” 
James Madison agreed, “De¬ 
mocracy is the most vile form 
of government.” Their Feder¬ 
alist rivals concurred. 
“Democracy,” said John Ad¬ 
ams, “never lasts long. It soon 
wastes, exhausts and murders 
itself. There is never a de¬ 
mocracy that did not commit 
suicide.” “You people, sir, is a 
great beast,” Alexander Ham¬ 
ilton is said to have remarked. 
If he did not, it was not far 
from his view. 

Said John Winthrop, the Pil¬ 
grim father whose vision of 



a “city on a hall” so inspired 
Ronald Reagan, “A democ¬ 
racy is accounted the mean¬ 
est and worst form of govern¬ 
ment.” 

But did not the fathers create 
modernity’s first democracy? 
No. They created “a republic, 
if you can keep it,” as Ben 
Franklin said, when asked 
in Philadelphia what kind of 
government they had given 
us. A constitutional republic, 
to protect and defend God- 
given rights that antedated 
the establishment of that 
government. □ 


Since the West “helped for¬ 
tify the Gadhafi dictatorship” 
for so long, it must accept its 
“great moral responsibility” 
to “assist the uprising and 
limit the soaring loss of inno¬ 
cent life.” 

We shouldn’t determine Gad- 
hafi’s fate: The U.S. shouldn’t 
get “pulled into a civil war 
that has nothing to do with 
us,” says Daniel Larison at 
The American Conservative. 
It’s too bad if Gadhafi wins, 
but it goes against our self-in¬ 
terest to arm or otherwise help 
rebels “whose cause we don’t 
fully understand,” especially 
since some of them “are obvi¬ 
ously hostile to the U.S.’Q 


All things contemptible 



Mona Charen 

James O’Keefe, who is now 
felling executives of National 
Public Radio as he previously 
trap-doored ACORN, must be 
a deeply cynical young man. 
How else could he have imag¬ 
ined that ACORN workers in 
several cities would cheer¬ 
fully offer to help him set up 
brothels using underage Cen¬ 
tral American girls? 

How else could he have imag¬ 
ined that executives of Na¬ 
tional Public Radio and appar¬ 
ently PBS, though that video 
has not surfaced as of this 
writing would eagerly truckle 
to a front group of the Muslim 
Brotherhood? 

But they did. They all did. As 
a wise woman once said, “No 
matter how cynical I get, I just 
can’t keep up.” 

Like the FBI’s Abscam sting 
in the 1970s that netted six 
congressmen, a senator, and 
assorted others willing to 
accept bribes from “Arab 


sheiks,” O’Keefe and his col¬ 
leagues designed a sting op¬ 
eration that involved activists 
posing as “Amir Malik” sup¬ 
posedly from Nigeria, though 
his accent screamed Carib¬ 
bean and “Ibrahim Kasaam.” 
They were, they explained, 
representatives of MEAC, the 
“Muslim Education Action 
Center,” a trust that was con¬ 
sidering a $5 million donation 
to NPR. On the fake website 
created for the scam, MEAC 
described its mission as fight¬ 
ing “intolerance” but also “to 
spread acceptance of sharia 
across the world.” You or I 
might have been given pause 
by that second bit, but not 
Ron Schiller, president of the 
NPR Foundation, and Betsy 
Liley, “senior director of insti¬ 
tutional giving” at NPR. They 
showed up for lunch. Even 
before the risotto was served, 
Kasaam volunteered that his 
organization was founded 
by members of the Muslim 
Brotherhood, “in America ac¬ 
tually.” Not an eyelash quiv¬ 
ered from the NPR team. 
Kasaam expressed his dis¬ 
content with “the current 
discourse” in America, par¬ 
ticularly as it concerned 
Muslims. □ 


The Alley 


l made it to the corner 



By Susan Estrich 
Associated Press 
BOSTON -The last time I 
tried, I didn’t even get that far. 
For the first time in 30 years 
of nonstop traveling, I man¬ 
aged to literally “lose” not 
the airlines, me the suitcase 
with the jeans and sneakers I 
planned to wear when I snuck 
out of my hotel to head over 
to the alley. So much for that. 
The next time, my daughter 
was with me. I hadn’t planned 
it. The rental car’s GPS had 
yet to be adjusted to the Big 
Dig, and there we were, on 
Mass. Ave, heading toward 


the intersection. I lost it. I 
screamed at my daughter (I 
hope, I think, I pray one of the 
few times I’ve done that for 
her lousy navigation skills and 
drove as fast I could. 

This time, I was wearing the 
jeans. This time, my daughter 
was not with me. This time, it 
was broad daylight of course, 
it was also broad daylight that 
day on a Sunday morning. 
This time, I was going to do it. 
I took a deep breath and turned 
on the left turn signal of my 
rented Camry, thinking of the 
day I did just that in my yel¬ 
low Maverick. 

The cars behind me started 
beeping. They had turned it 
into a one-way alley. I drove 
around the comer. The next 
street was one-way the wrong 
way. Then I couldn’t take a 
left. I circled back and found 
myself, again, looking down 


the alley, but this time from 
the right lane, where I could 
see it. After all those years. 
There was nothing to see. 

It is just an alley. I had for¬ 
gotten all about a hill in the 
alley that I would climb to 
walk around the corner to the 
front door. People who live on 
Commonwealth Ave, one of 
the prettiest streets in Boston, 
park in this alley. I wonder if 
any of the young people liv¬ 
ing there now, in one-room 
apartments like the one I used 
to live in, know that, probably 
before they were bom, some¬ 
one’s life changed one Thurs¬ 
day afternoon in that alley. 

I have spent much of my life 
in the lemonade business. 
Rape me, and I will become 
the world’s expert in rape law. 
I will work to change the law, 
to change the teaching of the 
law.Q 
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Japan’s quake toll set to exceed 1,000 


By Chisa Fujioka 
Associated Press 
TOKYO - A devastating tsu¬ 
nami triggered by the biggest 
earthquake on record in Japan 
looked set to kill at least 1,000 
people along the northeastern 
coast after a wall of water 
swept away everything in its 
path. Thousands of residents 
were evacuated from an area 
around a nuclear plant after 
radiation levels rose in the re¬ 
actor, but there was no word 
on whether there had actu¬ 
ally been a leak. Underscor¬ 
ing grave concerns about the 
Fukushima plant some 240 
km north of Tokyo, U.S. Sec¬ 
retary of State Hillary Clinton 
said the U.S. air force had de¬ 
livered coolant to avert a rise 
in the temperature of the facil¬ 


ity’s nuclear rods. 

The unfolding disaster in the 
wake of the 8.9 magnitude 
earthquake and 10-meter high 
tsunami prompted offers of 
help from dozens of countries. 
China said rescuers were 
ready to help with quake re¬ 
lief while President Barack 
Obama told Japanese Prime 
Minister Naoto Kan the Unit¬ 
ed State would assist in any 
way. 

Stunning TV footage showed 
a muddy torrent of water car¬ 
rying cars and wrecked homes 
at high speed across farmland 
near the coastal city of Send¬ 
ai, home to one million people 
and which lies 300 km north¬ 
east of Tokyo. Ships had been 
flung onto a harbor wharf, 
where they lay helplessly on 


Australian in surgery 
after crocodile attack 


SYDNEY - An Australian 
fisherman underwent surgery 
for horrific injuries he suf¬ 
fered while fighting off a huge 
crocodile that tried to snatch 
him from a riverbank, the hos¬ 
pital said. “He is undergoing 
his second surgery now and 
he will be in for many, many 
weeks,” said Tracie Sanim, 
spokeswoman for the Cairns 
Base Hospital where Todd 
Bairstow, 28, was rushed after 
escaping the animal’s jaws. 
Bairstow was fishing with 
his dog at a creek near the 
town of Weipa in northern 
Queensland on Wednesday 
when a four-metre saltwater 
crocodile lunged at him and 
tried to drag him under the 
water, police said. During a 



Saltwater crocodile 

terrifying ordeal, the plucky 
fisherman reportedly held 
onto mangrove tree roots as 
the giant reptile chomped 
on his legs and dragged him 
into a “death roll” that broke 
bones and tore his flesh. The 
crocodile only retreated af¬ 
ter Bairstow’s friend heard 
his screams from the nearby 
pub and helped beat off the 
predator. □ 


their side. 

Boats, cars and trucks were 
tossed around like toys in the 
water after a small tsunami 
hit the town of Kamaichi 
in northern Japan. An over¬ 
pass, location unknown, ap¬ 
peared to have collapsed and 
cars were turning around and 
speeding away. Japanese poli¬ 
ticians pushed for an emer¬ 
gency budget to fund relief 
efforts after Kan asked them 
to “save the country,” 

Kyodo news agency report¬ 
ed. Japan is already the most 
heavily indebted major econ¬ 
omy in the world, meaning 
any funding efforts would be 
closely scrutinized by finan¬ 
cial markets. 

Domestic media said the 
death toll was expected to ex- 

Tsunami swamps Hawaiian beaches 

that the first tsunami waves 
are not always the strongest 
and said residents along the 
coast should watch for strong 
currents and heed calls for 
evacuation. 

“The tsunami warning is not 
over,” said Hawaii Gov. Neil 
Abercrombie. “We are seeing 
significant adverse activity, 
particularly on Maui and the 
Big Island. By no means are 
we clear in the rest of the state 
as well.” 

High waters reached the U.S. 
western coast by 11:30 a.m. 
after evacuations were or¬ 
dered and beaches closed all 
along the coast. 

Fishermen in Crescent City, 
Calif, where a tsunami in 
1964 killed 11 people fired up 
their crab boats and left the 
harbor to ride out an expected 
swell.Q 



With tsunami warning, two men watch waves 


By JAYMES SONG 
Associated Press 
HONOLULU - Tsunami waves 
swamped Hawaii beaches and 
brushed the U.S. western coast 
but didn’t immediately cause 
major damage after devastat¬ 
ing Japan and sparking evacu¬ 
ations throughout the Pacific. 
Kauai was the first of the Ha¬ 
waiian Islands struck by the 


tsunami, which was caused by 
an earthquake in Japan. Water 
rushed ashore at least 11 feet 
high near Kealakekua Bay, 
on the west side of the Big Is¬ 
land, and reached the lobby of 
a hotel. Flooding was report¬ 
ed on Maui, and water washed 
up on roadways on the Big Is¬ 
land. 

Scientists and officials warned 


ceed 1,000, most of whom ap¬ 
peared to have drowned. 

The extent of the destruction 
along a lengthy stretch of 
coastline suggested the death 
toll could rise significantly. 
Tsunami warnings were is¬ 
sued across the Pacific but 
were later lifted for some of 
the most populated countries 
in the region, including Aus¬ 
tralia, Taiwan and New Zea¬ 
land. 

Even in a nation accustomed 
to earthquakes, the devasta¬ 
tion was shocking. 

About 140 people, including 
children, were rushed to an 
elementary school and are on 
the rooftop but they are sur¬ 
rounded by water and have 
nowhere else to go.” 

Japan has prided itself on its 



Mother and child crouch on 
street in Tokyo 


speedy tsunami warning sys¬ 
tem, which has been upgraded 
several times since its incep¬ 
tion in 1952, including after a 
7.8 magnitude quake triggered 
a 30-meter high wave before a 
warning was given.Q 
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Japan quake damage 


Japan quake loss fears 
weigh hard on insurers 

By Simon Jessop 
Associated Press 

LONDON/FRANKFURT - A massive Japanese earthquake 
may have less of an impact on insurers than first feared, ana¬ 
lysts said although their reassuring estimates failed to prevent a 
slump in the industry’s shares. 

The quake off Japan’s northeastern coast triggered a 10-meter 
tsunami that swept away ships, houses and farms and put Pa¬ 
cific basin countries on alert. 

The total insured loss could be up to $15 billion, equity ana¬ 
lysts covering the industry said, enough to force some earnings 
misses, but not to inflict such serious financial hardship on the 
sector that it would have to put up its prices. 

Last year, analysts polled a natural catastrophe would need to 
cause an insured loss of over $40 billion to lift prices across the 
market. 

Losses from the quake are not expected to be big enough to 
reverse a three-year decline in premium rates for most types of 
insurance, reflecting stiff competition between well-capitalized 
insurers. 

“The very near-term reaction is that it’s another annoying loss, 
but without any significant pricing impact on the other side of 
it,” said Joy Femeyhough of Espirito Santo bank in London, 
who said industry contacts she spoke to expect an insured loss 
of between $10 billion and $15 billion. 

Analysts at stockbroker Jefferies International penciled in a loss 
of $10 billion, while their counterparts at JP Morgan said the 
hit to European reinsurers could be as little as $1 billion to $2 
billion. 

The insurance impact of the quake will be mitigated by the 
Japanese state’s role in picking up quake losses to households, 
while damage to businesses so far appears manageable, the ana¬ 
lysts said, stressing their estimates were only preliminary.Q 


In Spain 

7th anniversary of terror 
attacks are remembered 


By DANIEL WOOLLS 
Associated Press 

MADRID - Spaniards 
clutched flowers and fell silent 
as they marked the seventh 
anniversary of the bombings 
that killed 191 people on Ma¬ 
drid’s commuter rail system in 
Europe’s worst Islamic terror 
attack. 

In central Puerta del Sol 
square, politicians dressed in 
black placed a laurel wreath at 
a stone plaque etched in mem¬ 
ory of the dead and the nearly 
2,000 people injured on March 
11, 2004. They then observed 
a few minutes of silence. 
Outside the city, a granite 
monument was inaugurated at 
the El Pozo train station, one 


of four sites where a total of 
10 backpacks stuffed with ex¬ 
plosives and shrapnel detonat¬ 
ed inside morning rush hour 
trains. 

At another of the sites, bus¬ 
tling Atocha station, the head 
of a March 11 victims asso¬ 
ciation, Pilar Manjon, said it 
is still hard for her to speak of 
her son Daniel, who was 20 
when killed in the attack, in 
the past tense. 

“Yet again, another March 11. 
Seven years have gone by and 
it seems life is just a constant 
flow. But that is not true,” 
said Manjon, holding a few 
red carnations. “Not a day has 
gone by without old memories 
or the pain of broken lives. We 



Head of the Victims 


Association Pilar Manjon 

have still not learned to speak 
in the past tense. We are still 
not able to say. 6 1 had a son, a 
brother, a husband.’ ”□ 


Ater Japan quake 


Some Pacific tsunami alerts lifted 


By Andrew Marshall 
Associated Press 

SINGAPORE - Tsunami 
warnings have been lifted for 
some densely populated Asia 
Pacific countries previously 
thought to be at risk after a 
huge earthquake that hit Ja¬ 
pan the U.S. Pacific Tsunami 
Warning Center (PTWC) and 
national officials said. 

Earlier, the center issued a 
warning for the entire Pacific 
basin except mainland United 
States and Canada, and in¬ 
cluding Hawaii, and extend¬ 
ing from Mexico down to 
South American countries on 
the Pacific. 

Australia and New Zealand, 



National System of Territorial Studies 


which had been on an initial China, Indonesia and the Phil- 
warning list, were later re- ippines lifted their tsunami 
moved. The Joint Australian alerts after Taiwan and the 
Tsunami Warning Center con- U.S. territory of Guam also 
firmed there was no tsunami said the threat of the massive 
threat. waves had passed.Q 
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Morocco s 


Winds of change 



King Mohammed VI 


In Japan 

State of alert at atom plant 



By Robert Marquand 
Associated Press 

London - In a turning point 
for Morocco amid winds of 
Arab regime change, King 
Mohammed VI now aims by 
June 30 to formalize a plan 
allowing the nation’s prime 
minister to be appointed by 
the party that gets the most 
votes in democratic elections. 
Previously, the monarch him¬ 
self selected the prime minis¬ 
ter. But in a speech yesterday 
that even Morocco’s oppo¬ 
sition Islamists praised, the 
king whose family rule dates 
to the mid-17th century set 
out sweeping reforms that in¬ 
clude a more independent ju¬ 
diciary, an “accelerated evo¬ 
lution” of direct local elec¬ 
tions, and other constitutional 
changes allowing greater hu¬ 
man and gender rights. King 
Mohammed VI did not refer 
in his rare Wednesday speech 


to a steady stream of small yet 
loud protests in the country 
last month. But analysts see 
the monarch’s move as a clear 
effort to reform the country 
in order to placate what Mo¬ 
roccan foreign minister Taib 
Fassi Fihri referred to in Lon¬ 
don today as a “new” set of 
“youths extreme leftists, In¬ 
ternet surfers, young people, 
and Islamists,” who were 
making themselves heard. Mr. 
Fihri suggested the Moroccan 
king had decided a year ago 
to promote reform, and in the 
wake of the Arab uprisings 
in Tunisia, Egypt, and Libya, 
had a choice between mov¬ 
ing “directly” or “slowly” and 
chose the latter. 

“In the Arab world, the lead¬ 
ership protected itself for far 
too long a time,” Fihri told a 
set of diplomats and journal¬ 
ists at the Chatham House 
think tank in London. □ 


VIENNA - Japan has told the 
U.N. nuclear wathchdog that 
a heightened state of alert has 
been declared at the Fuku- 
shima Daiichi nuclear power 
plant after the earthquake, the 
Vienna-based agency said. 

The International Atomic En¬ 
ergy Agency (IAEA) said it 
had also been informed that 
the plant north of Tokyo had 
been shut down and that no 
release of radiation had been 
detected. 

Japanese media reported 
separately that a leak was 
possible at the plant north of 
Tokyo as water levels fall, and 
that some 2,000 residents had 
been told to evacuate the area. 
The government earlier said 
a cooling function at Tokyo 
Electric Power’s (TEPCO) 
Fukushima Daiichi nuclear 
plant was not working, but 
there was no radioactive leak¬ 
age. 

The IAEA said in a statement 
that nuclear fuel requires con¬ 
tinued cooling even after a 
plant is shut down. 

The IAEA is seeking further 
details on the situation at Fu¬ 
kushima Daiichi and other 
nuclear power plants and re¬ 
search reactors, including in¬ 
formation on off-site and on¬ 


site electrical power supplies, 
cooling systems and the con¬ 
dition of the reactor buildings. 
In Tokyo, Japan’s Chief Cabi¬ 
net Secretary Yukio Edano 
said residents that live within 
a 3 km radius of Fukushima 
Daiichi have been told to 
evacuate. 

TEPCO confirmed that water 
levels inside the reactors at its 
Fukushima-Daiichi nuclear 
plant were on a falling trend, 
but added it was working to 
maintain water levels to avert 
the exposure of nuclear fuel 
rods. 

The company has been trying 


to restore power to its emer¬ 
gency power system so that 
it can add water to the inside 
of the reactors, a TEPCO 
spokesman said. 

The IAEA said it had received 
information from its Interna¬ 
tional Seismic Safety Center 
that a second earthquake of 
magnitude 6.5 had struck Ja¬ 
pan near the coast of Honshu, 
near the country’s Tokai plant, 
but gave no details. 

Japanese authorities also re¬ 
ported a fire at the Onagawa 
nuclear power plant, which 
has since been extinguished, 
the IAEA statement said. □ 
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Dumbing Deficits Down 



By PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2011 New York Times News 
Service 

Like anyone who writes regu¬ 
larly about what passes for 
economic and fiscal debate 
in American politics, I’ve de¬ 
veloped a strong tolerance 
for nonsense. After all, if I 
got upset every time power¬ 
ful people were illogical and/ 
or dishonest, I’d spend every 
waking hour in a state of rag¬ 
ing despair. 

Yet there are still moments 
when I find myself saying, 
“They can’t really be that stu¬ 
pid,” or maybe, “They can’t 
really think the rest of us are 
that stupid.” And I had one 
of those moments reading 
about a recent conference on 
national health policy, which 
featured a bipartisan dialogue 
among congressional staffers. 
According to a column in Kai¬ 
ser Health News, Republican 
staffers jeered at any and all 
proposals to use Medicare and 
Medicaid funds better. Spend¬ 
ing money on prevention was 
no more than a “slush fund.” 
Research on innovation was 
“an oxymoron.” 

And there was no reason to 
pay for “so-called effective¬ 
ness research.” 

To put this in context, you 
have to realize two things 
about the fiscal state of Amer¬ 
ica. First, the nation is not, in 
fact, “broke.” The federal gov¬ 
ernment is having no trouble 
raising money, and the price of 
that money - the interest rate 
on federal borrowing - is very 
low by historical standards. So 
there’s no need to scramble to 
slash spending now now now; 
we can and should be willing 
to spend now if it will produce 
savings in the long run. 
Second, while the govern¬ 
ment does have a long-run 
fiscal problem, that problem 
is overwhelmingly driven by 
rising health care costs. The 


Congressional Budget Office 
expects Social Security out¬ 
lays as a percentage of GDP to 
rise 30 percent over the next 
quarter-century, as the popula¬ 
tion ages, but it expects a near 
doubling of the share of GDP 
spent on Medicare and Medic¬ 
aid. 

So if you’re serious about def¬ 
icits, you shouldn’t be pinch¬ 
ing pennies now; you should 
be looking for ways to rein in 
health spending over the long 
term. And that means tak¬ 
ing exactly the steps that had 
those GOP staffers sneering. 
Think of it this way: Congress 
could, with a stroke of a pen, 
cut Social Security benefits 
in half. But it couldn’t do the 
same with health spending: 
Medicare can’t suddenly start 
paying to replace only half a 
heart valve or mandate that 
bypass operations stop half¬ 
way through. 

Limiting health costs, there¬ 
fore, requires a smarter ap¬ 
proach. 

We need to work harder on 
prevention, which can be 
much cheaper than a cure. We 
need to find innovative ways 
of managing health care. 

And, above all, we need to 
know what works and what 
doesn’t so that Medicare and 
Medicaid can say no to expen¬ 
sive procedures with little or 
no medical benefit. “So-called 
comparative effectiveness re¬ 
search” is central to any ratio¬ 
nal attempt to deal with Amer¬ 
ica’s fiscal problems. 

But today’s Republicans just 
aren’t into rationality. They 
claim to care deeply about 
deficits - but they’ve spent the 
past two years putting cyni¬ 
cal, demagogic attacks on any 
attempt to actually deal with 
long-run deficits at the heart 
of their campaign strategy. 
Here’s a recent example. In 
his new book, Mike Huckabee 

- the current leader in polls 
asking Republicans whom 
they want to nominate in 2012 

- attacks the Obama stimulus 
because it included funds for, 
yes, comparative effective¬ 
ness research: “The stimulus 
didn’t just waste your mon¬ 
ey; it planted the seeds from 
which the poisonous tree of 
death panels will grow.” □ 
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The Modesty Manifesto 



DAVID BROOKS 
© 2011 New York Times 

We’re an overconfident 
species. Ninety-four percent 
of college professors believe 
they have above average 
teaching skills. A survey of 
high school students found 
that 70 percent of them have 
above average leadership 
skills and only 2 percent are 
below average. 

Men tend to be especially 
blessed with self-esteem. 
Men are the victims of 
unintentional drowning more 
than twice as often as women. 
That’s because men have 
tremendous faith in their own 
swimming ability, especially 
after they’ve been drinking. 
Americans are similarly 
endowed with self-esteem. 
When pollsters ask people 
around the world to rate 
themselves on a variety of 


traits, they find that people 
in Serbia, Chile, Israel and 
the United States generally 
supply the most positive 
views of themselves. People 
in South Korea, Switzerland, 
Japan, Taiwan and Morocco 
are on the humble side of the 
rankings. 

Yet even from this high base, 
there is some evidence to 
suggest that Americans have 
taken self-approval up a notch 
over the past few decades. 
Start with the anecdotal 
evidence. It would have been 
unthinkable for a baseball 
player to celebrate himself 
in the batter’s box after a 
home-run swing. Now it’s not 
unusual. A few decades ago, 
pop singers didn’t compose 
anthems to their own prowess; 
now those songs dominate the 
charts. 

American students no longer 
perform particularly well 
in global math tests. But 
Americans are among the 
world leaders when it comes 
to thinking that we are really 
good at math. 

Students in the Middle East, 
Africa and the United States 
have the greatest faith in their 
math skills. Students in Japan, 
South Korea, Hong Kong 
and Taiwan have much less 
self-confidence, though they 


actually do better on the tests. 
In a variety of books and 
articles, Jean M. Twenge of 
San Diego State University 
and W. Keith Campbell of the 
University of Georgia have 
collected data suggesting that 
American self-confidence has 
risen of late. College students 
today are much more likely to 
agree with statements like “I 
am easy to like” than college 
students 30 years ago. In the 
1950s, 12 percent of high 
school seniors said they were 
a “very important person.” By 
the ‘90s, 80 percent said they 
believed that they were. 

In short, there’s abundant 
evidence to suggest that 
we have shifted a bit from 
a culture that emphasized 
self-effacement - I’m no 
better than anybody else, but 
nobody is better than me - to 
a culture that emphasizes self¬ 
expansion. 

Writers like Twenge point out 
that young people are bathed 
in messages telling them how 
special they are. Often these 
messages are untethered to 
evidence of actual merit. 
Over the past few decades, 
for example, the number of 
hours college students spend 
studying has steadily declined. 
Meanwhile, the average GPA 
has steadily risen.□ 














NFL players’ union deceriifies as talks break down 

DeMaurice Smith, executive director for the NFL Players Association, arrives to speak with reporters as negotiations 
between the NFL owners and players go unresolved, at the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service in Washington, 
Friday, March 11, 2011. He is joined by Pittsburgh Steelers quarterback Charlie Batch at left. 
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Mahan keeps 
lead at Doral 



Hunter Mahan lines his putt 
on the 11th green during 
the second round of the 
Cadillac Championship golf 
tournament, Friday, March 11, 
2011 in Doral, Fla. 

Associated Press 

DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

DORAL, Florida (AP) — The 
only thing Hunter Mahan liked 
about the end of his round at 
the Cadillac Championships 
of Friday was his name being 
atop the leaderboard. 

Mahan stretched his lead to 
four shots until he stumbled 
with a pair of bogeys toward 
the end of his second round 
at Doral, had to settle for a 
1-under 71 and suddenly had 
the No. 1 player right on his 
heels. 

Martin Kaymer, in his second 
week atop the world ranking, 
played bogey-free in a steady 
breeze for a 70 that put him 
one shot behind Mahan and in 
the final group, a position that 
is becoming familiar. 

“I hit a lot of good shots, 
just didn’t finish as strong as 
I would have hoped,” said 
Mahan, who was at 9-under 
135. “But I’m pretty happy 
with where I am.” 

Continued on Page B4 
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Miami Heat’s LeBron James drives against the Los Angeles Lakers during 
the third quarter of an NBA basketball-game in Miami^-Thursday, March 
10, 2011. The Heat won 94-88. 
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NBA Roundup 


Heat beat lakers 94-88, clinch playoff spot 



MIAMI (AP) — The Miami 
Heat staged a form reversal to 
beat the Los Angeles Lakers 
94-88 on Thursday and clinch 
an NBA playoff berth. 

Chris Bosh scored 24 points 
and Dwyane Wade added 20 
as Miami ended a five-game 
losing skid and clinched a 
postseason berth earlier than 
at any time in its history. 

Kobe Bryant scored 24 points 
for the Lakers, whose eight- 
game winning streak was 
snapped. 

Mavericks 127, Knicks 109 

In Dallas, Dirk Nowitzki 
scored 23 points to lead Dal¬ 
las over New York. 

Miami Heat’s Dwyane Wade 
(3) prepares to shoot over Los 
Angeles Lakers’ Pau Gasol(16) 
during the fourth quarter of 
an NBA basketball game in 
Miami, Thursday, March 10, 
2011. The Heat won 94-88. 

Associated Press 


Shawn Marion had 22 for Dal¬ 
las, which responded to coach 
Rick Carlisle calling his Mav¬ 
ericks “soft” after they blew a 
seven-point lead in the final 
minute in New Orleans the 
night before. With something 
to prove, Dallas sprang out to 
a season-best 72 points in the 
first half on their way to their 
highest total for a game all 
season. 

Amare Stoudemire scored 36 
points for the Knicks, who 
had won three straight. Stou¬ 
demire also picked up his 16th 
technical foul, which would 
trigger an automatic one-game 
suspension if it’s upheld. It 
was a marginal call and could 
be rescinded; he’s already had 
two wiped out this season. 
Nuggets 116, Suns 97 
In Phoenix, Denver beat 
Phoenix for the first time in 
13 tries. 

Coach George Karl ended 


an even longer drought. The 
Nuggets coach had not won 
in Phoenix since 1997 when 
he was with the Seattle Super- 
Sonics. 

Nene scored 22 points in 26 
minutes for the Nuggets, who 
converted the Suns’ 20 turn¬ 
overs into 32 points and shot 
52 percent to Phoenix’s 41. 

Ty Lawson added 20 points 
and 11 assists for the Nug¬ 
gets, who led by 24 after three 
quarters. □ 
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Join us today for Alhambra’s Heatwave of Cash! 
From 6pm to 10pm, we’re giving away $20 CASH 
to lucky Advantage players every 20 minutes. 

- Cleo’s 2-F0R- 1 Sunday - 

Enjoy buy 1 get 1 free specials at Cleo’s! 
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TOMORROW 


Don’t miss Monday Madness! 

FREE entry slot tournament starting at 7pm. 


Sports Bar & Grill 

Open daily 6pm to 2am 
Happy Hour from 6 to 8pm 

SPORTS POOR 

Bet on all your favorite sports! 


W here 7\ruba goes to play! 


^ \ WW V # II • 

’^T.T? °P en dail y l0am to 4am • y.E. Irausquin Blvd #47 • 583.5000 • www.easinoalhambra.com 


^ \ ARUBA 

C~A DIVI RESORTS PROPERTY 


Must be an Alhambra Advantage member. All programs and promotions are subject to change or cancellation without prior notice. 
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L.G. Smith Boulevard • Opposited Container Harbour 

Opera Saturday & Sunday: 8 a.m. to 5 :30 p .m- 

^ Aruban Arts • Crafts • Souvenirs • T-Shirts • Watches 
Sunglasses • Silver • Delfts Blue • More than 100.000 articles! 

BIG DADDY'S STAY FOR A FEW HOURS! MwKljKZ 

'nD/lit Tell anc * ^ r ' n ^ y° ur ^ r ' ent ^ s -' Taxis, Bus Tours - Easy & Constant Public Bus Transportation! 

lPS;tSi||I Be smart! Do what locals do! 


Best shopgirl ~ Lowest prices ever/ 


Players’ union decertifies as talks break down 



NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell, center, speaks with report¬ 
ers as negotiations between the NFL owners and players go un¬ 
resolved, at the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service in 
Washington, Friday, March 11, 2011. Carolina Panthers owner 
Jerry Richardson looks on at left. 


HOWARD FENDRICH 
AP Pro Football Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) — NFL 
labor talks broke down just 
hours before the latest con¬ 
tract extension expired Friday, 
putting America’s most popu¬ 
lar sport on a path to its first 
work stoppage since 1987. 

The NFL players’ union decer¬ 
tified — effectively ceasing to 
operate as a certified union 

— and players including Tom 
Brady and Peyton Manning 
sued the league. 

Despite 16 days of negotia¬ 
tions with a federal mediator 

— and previous months of 
stop-and-start bargaining — 
the sides could not agree on 
a new deal. The league said 
it hadn’t decided whether to 
lock out the players, who, 
meanwhile, went to court to 


request an injunction to block 
such a move. 

“The parties have not achieved 
an overall agreement, nor have 
they been able to resolve the 
strongly held competing posi¬ 
tions that separated them on 
core issues,” mediator George 
Cohen said. “No useful pur¬ 
pose would be served by re¬ 
questing the parties to con¬ 
tinue the mediation process at 
this time.” 

By dissolving and announc¬ 
ing it no longer represents 
the players in collective bar¬ 
gaining, the NFL Players As¬ 
sociation cleared the way for 
class-action lawsuits against 
the NFL, which opted out of 
the CBA in 2008. 

The CBA originally was due 
to expire last week, then was 
extended twice, in hopes that 


the sides could find common 
ground on the key issues: how 
to divide more than $9 billion 
in annual revenues, and how 
much financial information 
the league would be willing 
to turn over. It all set the stage 
for a lengthy court fight that 
eventually could threaten the 
2011 season. The last work 
stoppage came when the play¬ 
ers struck 24 years ago, lead¬ 
ing to games with replacement 
players. The NFLPA also de¬ 
certified in 1989. Antitrust 
lawsuits by players led to a 
new CBA in 1993 that includ¬ 
ed free agency, and the union 
formed again that year. 

“We met with the owners until 
about 4 o’clock today,” union 
head DeMaurice Smith said 
outside the mediator’s office. 
“We discussed a proposal they 


had presented. At this time, 
significant differences con¬ 
tinue to remain. We informed 
the owners that... if there was 
going to be a request for an 
extension, that we asked for 
10 years of audited financial 
information to accompany 
that extension.” 

About 15 minutes later, the 


Associated Press 
union decertified. 

“No one is happy where we 
are now,” NFL lead negotia¬ 
tor Jeff Pash said. “I think we 
know where the commitment 
was. It was a commitment to 
litigate all along.” 

A league statement added: 
“The union left a very good 
deal on the table.”□ 


Brady, Manning, Braes 
file antitrust lawsuit 


MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — 
MVP Tom Brady, Peyton 
Manning and Drew Brees 
are among the players who 
have filed an antitrust law¬ 
suit against the NFL to pre¬ 
vent a lockout. 

Just after the players’ union 
decertified Friday, the play¬ 
ers filed suit against the 
NFL in U.S. District Court, 
seeking class-action against 
the league. They also filed 
a request for an injunction 
that would keep the NFL 
and the teams from engag¬ 
ing in a lockout. 

The collective bargaining 
agreement with the league 
expires at the end of Friday. 
Also included in the law¬ 
suit are Vincent Jack- 



This Jan. 16, 2011 file photo 
shows New England Patriots 
quarterback Tom Brady look¬ 
ing downfield during the sec¬ 
ond half of an NFL divisional 
playoff football game against 
the New York Jets in Foxbor- 
ough, Mass. 

Associated Press 


son, Ben Leber, Logan 
Mankins, Brian Robison, 
Osi Umenyiora, Mike Vra- 
bel, and Texas A&M line¬ 
backer Von Miller, who is 
entered in this year’s draft. 
The players allege that the 
NFL conspired to deny the 
players’ ability to market 
their services.□ 
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Valid till Mar 16 
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1 AT PASEO HERENCIA 1 

MARS NEEDS MOMS 

daily: 4.00-6.00-8.00-10.00 

matinee: 12.00 - 2.00 
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MARS NEEDS MOMS — 

daily: 5.00 - 7.00 - 9.00 NJW 
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HALL PASS 

daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 
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12.30-2.45 
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BATTLE LOS ANGELES 


daily: 
matinee: 
late show: 
RANGO 
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late show: 
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4.00 - 6.30 - 9.00 
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BIG MOMMAS HOUSE 3 

daily: 8.30 

matinee: 

late show: 11.00 

DRIVE ANGRY 

daily: 4.00-6.15 

matinee: 1.30 

late show: 


= subtitulos en Espahol 




THE ADJUSTMENT BUREAU 

daily: 5 00-7 15-9.30 N |w 
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late show: 11.45 

BATTLE LOS ANGELES 
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RANGO 
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late show: 93 PG 

UN KNOWN 

daily: 4.00-6.30-9.00 

matinee: 1.30 

late show: 11.30 

BIG MOMMAS HOUSE 3 

daily: 7.00 - 9.30 

matinee: 

late show: 12.00 

DRIVE ANGRY 

daily: 4.30 

matinee: 12.00-2.15 \%\ Hpfl 

late show: SH 

THE KINGS SPEECH 

daily: 9.15 

matinee: 

late show: 11.45 
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Martin takes overall 
lead in Paris-Nice 


Tony Martin, of Germany, 
speeds on his way to win the 
sixth stage of the Paris-Nice 
cycling race, an individual time 
trial between Rognes and Aix- 
en-Provence, south eastern 
France, Friday, March 11, 
2011 . 

Associated Press 
AIX-EN-PROVENCE, 
France (AP) — Tony Martin 
of Germany claimed the 
overall leader’s yellow 
jersey after winning Friday’s 
sixth stage of Paris-Nice, a 
27-kilometer time-trial from 
Rognes to Aix-en-Provence. 
The 25-year-old HTC- 
Highroad rider won in 33 
minutes and 24 seconds, with 
Bradley Wiggins of Britain 
finishing second, 20 seconds 
behind the German time trial 
champion. Richie Porte of 
Australia took third place, 29 
seconds back. 


Martin is now ahead of former 
leader Andreas Kloeden of 
Germany by 36 seconds in the 
overall standings. Wiggins is 
third, 39 seconds back. 

“My first goal today was to 
win the stage,” Martin said. 
“I made it and I also have the 
jersey. I hope I can defend it 
in the next two days. I need a 
really strong team to defend it, 
and I have a really strong team 
so I’m really confident I can 
bring it to Nice.” 

Martin was delighted to see 
two German riders at the 
top of the overall standings, 
and hoped that the decline in 
popularity of German cycling 
was finally ending. 

“For sure, I hope the Germans 
see this and maybe come 
back to watching it and start 
to like it again — like when 
Jan Ullrich was very popular. 
I hope this will help cycling 
come back to Germany.” 

A former track specialist, 
Martin has often been 
compared to former Tour 
de France champion Ullrich 
for his powerful style and is 
widely considered a potential 
Tour winner. 

Kloeden, who had the yellow 
jersey following his win in 
Thursday’s mountainous fifth 
stage, finished fourth — 46 
seconds behind Martin. □ 


DORAL 

Continued from Page B1 
Francesco Molinari, going 
after his second World Golf 
Championship, had a 68 and 
joined Kaymer at 8 under. 
Mahan brought more than 
Kaymer back into the game. 
Dropping those two shots — 
one of them one a long three- 
putt at the 14th, the other on 
a poor tee shot at the 16th — 
brought a host of others into 
the mix on the Blue Monster. 
Rory Mcllroy (69), Matt 
Kuchar (69) and Nick Watney 
(70) were among those two 
shots behind, while Dustin 
Johnson (69) and Adam Scott 
(70) were another stroke back. 
Tiger Woods, a three-time 
winner at Doral, was not 
among them. Neither was Phil 
Mickelson. 

Woods again struggled with 
his putter, missing four birdie 
putts inside 10 feet and look¬ 


ing bad at the end. A pair of 
6-foot birdie attempts at the 
16th and 18th holes never 
had much of a chance and 
he wound up with a 74, nine 
shots behind. 

Even so, the lasting image of 
Woods will be a pair of tee 
shots. 

He hit a smother hook with 
the driver on the second hole, 
which traveled only 122 yards 
— about the same distance he 
typically hits a sand wedge. 
Then came a pop-up on the 
14th hole and a 188-yard 
drive. “It’s pretty tough not to 
giggle,” U.S. Open champion 
Graeme McDowell said about 
Woods’ tee shot on No. 2. “We 
all hit bad shots. Hit a couple 
of those in my time. The guy 
is working on his golf swing, 
and every now and again, 
you have a few weird ones in 
there.” When someone sug¬ 
gested he didn’t appear to 
be having fun, Woods didn’t 
look like he was having fun 
answering the question. 


“You’re not going to have a 
lot of fun when you’re nine 
back,” he said. “I don’t know 
if a lot of people are very hap¬ 
py with that.” 

Mickelson dropped three 
shots when he returned to 
finish the storm-delayed first 
round, including two shots in 
the water on the par-5 eighth 
for a double bogey that led to 
73. He was slightly better in 
the second round with a 71. 
McDowell called a penalty on 
himself when he noticed the 
ball move during his putting 
stroke on the ninth. That gave 
him a 73. 

Woods and Mickelson will be 
paired Saturday, the first time 
they have ever been in the 
same group for three straight 
rounds. They could be just a 
warmup act, however, being 
so far out of contention. 
Kaymer is becoming an in¬ 
timidating name on the lead- 
erboard. 

He won the Abu Dhabi Cham¬ 
pionship by eight shots to 
start his season, and reached 
the final of the Match Play 
Championship two weeks ago 
in Arizona. With seemingly 
little effort, he is right back in 
the mix. 

Mahan had a chance to beat 
the “Germanator” at the 
Match Play until losing a 
late lead. “It’s quite impres¬ 
sive, his run,” Mahan said. 
“He seems mentally tough 
and that’s what separates him. 
And he’s a great putter. But 
he’s playing great. He’s actu¬ 
ally winning, and that’s what 
sets the good players and 
great players apart.’Q 
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Roberto’s 



Watersports 


3 hours sailing & Snorkeling on the 


SEA-VENTURE 

INCL. • Light lunch 
• Open bar 
• Clean equipment 

28 persons max. 
Location: Moomba Beach 



Tel: 582-0697/583-7484 
Schotland str. 70 


Stay 


E$te nd your 

7*M3uality Apartments 



*Fully Furnished 
^Swimming Pool 


*Studio & Loft Apts. 

*Kitchen / Airco / Cable TV 

Less than 1 mile from Eagle Beach A 4 large supermarkets. 
Feel free to contact or visit us. 

Mon - Fri: 8am-7pm. Sat <& Sun: 9am-5pm. 




Martin Kaymer of Germany hits from the 12th tee during the 
second round of the Cadillac Championship golf tournament, 
Friday, March 11, 2011 in Doral, Fla. 

Associated Press 




Television 

Your gateway to the world of entertainment 
also featuring: 

Top Real Estate/Hotels/Apartments 
Latinos por el mundo 
Away from home 
Tips for tourists 


www.caribbeaninternettelevision.net 


THE BEST ON THE NET 
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Caribbean Internet 











































SPORTSK 


Saturday, March 12, 2011 


Canucks beat Sharks 5-4 after shootout 
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PALM BEACH #33-A WWW.WACKYWAHOOS.COM 


STEAK. SEAFOOD. B.B.Q. & FUN! 


Ex-Hadicurari BBQ & Grill with the same owner’s. 
We do our own daily fishing so we serve the freshest 
seafood on the Island. 

Very reasonable price, exciting menu and 

NO SERVICE CHARGE 
Dinner from 5:30 -10:00 

Monday - Saturday 


FRESH CATCH & SEAFOOD 


We are located close to the High-rise hotel's 
at walking distance . 

Call us for Catering Service and 
Private Party’s etc. 

RESERVATION SUGGESTED 


TEL: 586-7333 


postponed amid tsunami 


TOKYO (AP) — All week¬ 
end matches in the J-League 
have been postponed and 
other pro sports have been put 
on hold following a deadly 
earthquake and tsunami which 
have devastated parts of east¬ 
ern Japan. 

A powerful tsunami spawned 
by the largest earthquake 
in Japan’s recorded history 
slammed the eastern coast on 


Friday, sweeping away peo¬ 
ple, homes, cars and boats as 
widespread fires burned out 
of control. Authorities said 
hundreds of people have been 
killed. 

The J-League announced that 
19 matches in the national 
football competition had been 
postponed, while baseball 
games in Tokyo, Chiba and 
Yokohama have been can¬ 


celed. 

A special committee meeting 
investigating match-fixing in 
the traditional Japanese sport 
of sumo has also been de¬ 
layed. 

But the International Skat¬ 
ing Union said it has no plans 
to cancel the figure skating 
world championships in To¬ 
kyo, which is scheduled to 
begin on March 21.Q 


Gregory Campbell’s goal in 
the third, but Tim Connolly 
tied it less than 3 minutes 
later. 

Flyers 3, Maple Leafs 2 
In Toronto, Brian Boucher 
made 27 saves to preserve 
Philadelphia’s win over To¬ 
ronto. 

Claude Giroux’s second- 
period goal stood up as the 
winner. Andrej Meszaros and 
Darroll Powe also scored for 
Eastern Conference-leading 
Philadelphia. 

Mikhail Grabovski and Jof- 
frey Lupul scored for Toron¬ 
to. The Maple Leafs have lost 
three straight, hurting their 
bid to climb into playoff posi¬ 
tion. 


NHL Roundup 

SAN JOSE, California (AP) 
— Cory Schneider made 44 
saves and stopped all three 
San Jose attempts in the 
shootout to help the Vancou¬ 
ver Canucks pull off a thrill¬ 
ing 5-4 win over the Sharks in 
the NHL on Thursday. 
Alexandre Burrows, who 
scored Vancouver’s first goal, 
netted the winner in the sec¬ 
ond round of the tiebreaker 
by backhanding the puck past 
Antti Niemi’s glove. 

The teams combined for three 
goals in the final 2:13 of regu¬ 
lation, with San Jose’s Ryan 
Clowe tying it on a power 
play with 21 seconds left. He 
also scored in the second pe¬ 
riod. 

Daniel Sedin had a power- 
play goal with 1:49 left and 
also assisted on Burrows’ goal 
in NHL-leading Vancouver’s 
fourth straight victory — all 
on the road. 

Sami Salo and Mason Ray¬ 
mond also scored for the 
Canucks, 11 points ahead of 
second-place Detroit in the 
Western Conference and 12 
ahead of third-place San Jose. 
Torrey Mitchell tied it at 3 for 
San Jose with 2:13 left. 

Devin Setoguchi and Ryane 
Clowe had second-period 
goals for the Sharks. 

Coyotes 3, Flames 0 
In Glendale, Arizona, Ilya 
Bryzgalov made 39 saves for 
his sixth shutout of the season 
and 22nd overall in Phoenix’s 
victory over Calgary. 

Phoenix moved into a tie for 
fourth place in the Western 
Conference with Calgary and 


Chicago, winning for the first 
time in regulation since Feb. 
19. 

Rookie Brett MacLean scored 
in the second period, and Eric 
Belanger added a goal in the 
third, and captain Shane Doan 
had an empty-netter with 1:56 
remaining. 

The Flames lost for only the 
second time in 12 games. 
Sabres 4, Bruins 3, OT 
In Boston, Brad Boyes scored 
3:44 into overtime to complete 
Buffalo’s comeback from two 
deficits to beat Boston. 

The victory put the Sabres 
in a seventh-place tie with 
the New York Rangers in the 
Eastern Conference with 74 
points and two games in hand. 
But the Rangers have two 
more wins. 

The Bruins lost their third 
straight game, and played 
against the backdrop of a 
police investigation being 
launched into captain Zdeno 
Chara’s hit on Montreal’s 
Max Pacioretty on Tuesday 
which left the Canadiens 
player with a severe concus¬ 
sion and a cracked vertebra. 
The overtime winner came 
when Boston goalie Tim 
Thomas stopped Nathan Ger- 
be’s shot but lost sight of the 
puck. Gerbe retrieved it and 
passed across the crease to an 
unguarded Boyes, who tapped 
it in. 

The Bruins went 2-0 ahead in 
the second quarter on goals 
by Nathan Horton and Mark 
Recchi. The Sabres tied it 
on goals by Tyler Ennis and 
Thomas Vanek. 

Boston went ahead again on 


J-League, other pro sports 


Vancouver Canucks left wing Mason Raymond (21) scores past San Jose Sharks goalie Antti Niemi 
(31) in the second period of an NHL hockey game in San Jose, Calif., Thursday, March 10, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Toronto defenseman Mike 
Komisarek, less than 4 min¬ 
utes into the game, was given 
a major penalty for boarding 
and a game misconduct for 
shoving Daniel Carcillo into 
the boards from behind. 
Predators 4, Wild 0 


In other NHL news it was 
Vancouver 5, San Jose 4, 
SO; Buffalo 4, Boston 3, 
OT; Philadelphia 3, Toronto 
2; Ottawa 2, Florida 1; St. 
Louis 4, Montreal 1; Nash¬ 
ville 4, Minnesota 0; and 
Phoenix 3, Calgary 0.Q 
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Shani Davis of the United States competes on his way to win¬ 
ning the men’s 1,000m race at the World Single Distances Speed 
Skating Championships in Inzell, southern Germany, on Friday, 
March 11, 2011. 

Associated Press 

Davis, Wust win gold medals 
at speedskating world champs 

INZELL, Germany (AP) — Shani Davis of the United States 
won the gold medal in the men’s 1,000-meter race at the speed¬ 
skating world championships on Friday. 

Davis bounced back from his loss in the 1,500 a day earlier and 
captured his sixth world title by beating two Dutchmen, Kjeld 
Nuis and Stefan Groothuis. 

Ireen Wust grabbed her second title in two days and led a Dutch 
sweep of the medals in the women’s 1,500. Wust won the 3,000 
title on Thursday. Diane Valkenburg was second and Jorien 
Voorhuis third. 

There was another victory for the Netherlands when Bob de 
Jong took the 5,000-meter title. 

The World Cup champion was more than two seconds ahead of 
Olympic champion Lee Seung-hoon of South Korea, while Ivan 
Skobrev of Russia took the bronze. □ 


Bangladesh shocks England 



England’s bowler Paul Collingwood, left, reacts as Bangladesh’s 
batsman Imrul Kayes, unseen, runs during their Cricket World 
Cup Group B match at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in 
Chittagong, Bangladesh, Friday, March 11, 2011. 

Associated Press 


SIMON HAYDON 
Associated Press 
NEW DELHI (AP) — Ban¬ 
gladesh was erupting in na¬ 
tionwide celebrations on Fri- 


The Orange Fish Festival 


Prizes and games for 
the kids, fun items to 
buy - craf ts, books, 
jewelry, nice flea 
market items, 
paintings, and more! 



Admission donation appreciated 


Where: Aqua Windie's (Behind La Quinta) 
When: Sunday March 13 

10 AM to 5 PM 

Directions at: www.aquawindies.com 


ARFaruba and Animal Rights Aruba join efforts to raise funds for 
spay/neuter, veterinarian care, and rescue of homeless dogs and cats of 
Aruba, which continue to be a problem on the Island. Windie's has 
graciously offered to host this event. In an effort to raise awareness 
and resources to help with this problem, we are planning some special 
events in 2011. 

Please join us for this fun day and donate to this worthy cause. 


day after its cricket team beat 
England in the World Cup. In 
Mohali, the West Indies redis¬ 
covered their big hitting skills 
to overcome Ireland. 

England, which just a few 
months ago was beating Aus¬ 
tralia in test cricket, has been 
a model of inconsistency at 
the World Cup and put in a 
dire performance against the 
unfancied co-hosts, manag¬ 
ing just 225 and then bowling 
poorly. 

Bangladeshi ground staff ran a 
lap of honor and high-ranking 
officials leapt with joy when 
young tailenders Mahmudul- 
lah Riad and Shafiul Islam 
put on an unbeaten 58 to steer 
their team to victory in the 
Group B game. 

“It means a hell of a lot to 
the whole country,” cap¬ 
tain Shalcib A1 Hasan said. 
“We’re very emotional about 
our cricket.” Just a week ago 
Shakib’s house was stoned 
when Bangladesh collapsed 
against the West Indies. 
Bangladesh can now overtake 
England in the group stand¬ 
ings if it beats the Netherlands 
at the same venue on Mon¬ 
day. England face a must-win 
game on Thursday against the 
West Indies to stand a chance 
of qualifying for the quarter¬ 


finals. 

In Mohali, West Indies start¬ 
ed without injured opener 
Chris Gayle, promoting vet¬ 
eran Shivnarine Chanderpaul 
up the order. He and Devon 
Smith put on 89 for the first 
wicket and it was Smith who 
went on to hit a composed 107 
in 133 balls. 

Then it fell to Kieron Pollard 
to inspire West Indies with a 
belligerent 94 and a brilliant 
catch to beat Ireland. 

Pollard battered Ireland’s 
bowlers for eight fours and 
five sixes in a 55-ball assault 
and then got rid of Irish dan¬ 
ger man Kevin O’Brien with 
his diving catch at long-on 
to help West Indies to a third 
successive win in Group B. 

It puts West Indies on the 
brink of a quarterfinal place. 
Ireland was all out for 231 
in its chase, despite half-cen¬ 
turies by Ed Joyce (84) and 
Gary Wilson (61). Joyce and 
Wilson shared a 91-run stand, 
but they were dismissed in 
fairly quick succession and 
Ireland faded away. 

After a run of nine one-day 
games without a win, injuries 
to key players at the World 
Cup and an attack on its team 
bus, a revitalized West Indies 
has now beaten Netherlands, 
Bangladesh and the Irish, and 
is strongly favored for a place 
in the last eight. 

“We look like a team now, 
we’re moving forward, we’re 
progressing and that augers 
well for us,” captain Darren 
Sammy said. 

In Sri Lanka, Pakistan players 
rallied around besieged wick¬ 
etkeeper Kamran Akmal as he 
tries to rebuild his confidence 
after a disastrous performance 
against New Zealand. 

“It’s mentally tough for him 
(Akmal) in this situation, but 
we are trying to give him full 
support,” Vice Captain Mis- 
bah-ul-Haq told reporters. 
Akmal has been pilloried at 
home for his performance 
against New Zealand, when 
he twice dropped Ross Taylor 
before he had even begun to 
plunder a match winning in¬ 
nings of 131. 

Team coach Waqar Younis 
kept Akmal behind the stumps 
during a three-hour training 
session.^ 
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Tunisian bloggers win 
online media awar 


ANGELA CHARLTON 
Associated Press 
PARIS (AP) — Reporters 
Without Borders on Friday 
gave its annual award for 
online media freedom to a 
Tunisian blogging group — 
highlighting the role of social 
media in Arab world uprisings 
this year. Tunisia’s Nawaat. 
org won the media watch¬ 
dog’s Google-sponsored 
€2,500 ($3,450) Netizen Prize 
for efforts to promote freedom 
of expression online. Nawaat. 
org played an important role 
rallying anti-government 
protesters in Tunisia, where 
President Zine El Abidine 
Ben Ali’s regime routinely 
quashed dissent and strictly 
controlled traditional media. 
The Tunisian site, a collective 
blog created in 2004 to allow 
Tunisians to share their daily 
worries in a public forum, up¬ 
loaded images of police vio¬ 
lence during December pro¬ 
tests over unemployment and 
corruption in the country’s 
provinces. 

The protests had been ig¬ 


nored by national media. 
Protesters shared the images 
on Facebook and other sites, 
and encouraged more dem¬ 
onstrations against Ben Ali, 
which eventually reached the 
capital, Tunis. Ben Ali fled to 
Saudi Arabia on Jan. 14, and 
what some called the “Jas¬ 
mine Revolution” went on 
to spark similar protests and 
civil disobedience across the 
Middle East and North Africa. 
Social networking and other 
websites were again instru¬ 
mental in the protests — and 
increasingly drew the ire of 
autocratic authorities. Au¬ 
thorities in Egypt and Libya 
tried to shut down the Inter¬ 
net to stem insurrection. Ri- 
adh Guerfali, a co-founder of 
Nawaat.org who blogs under 
the name Astrubal, accepted 
the RSF prize Friday. This 
year, groups from China, Bah¬ 
rain and Thailand were also in 
the running for the prize — 
in its second year Facebook 
played a prominent role in 
Thailand’s opposition protests 
last year.Q 



Customer Josh Lehman, is the first in line waiting to purchase an Apple iPad 2 scheduled to go on 
sale later today, in Philadelphia, Friday, March 11, 2011 Associated Press 

IPad 2 sales to start with 
pre-dawn online orders 


SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
The updated version of Apple 
Inc.’s iPad tablet computer 
went on sale in stores on Fri¬ 


Public database for U.S. 
safety complaints goes 


SaferProducts.oc 
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In this image provided by the Consumer Product Safety Commis¬ 
sion, the new public web site database safeproducts.gov that is 
being debuted Friday, March 11, 2011, is seen. 

Associated Press 


JENNIFER C. KERR, 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — De¬ 
spite a last-minute attempt to 
derail it, the U.S. government 
launched a public database 
Friday that allows Americans 
to report and search safety 
complaints on thousands of 
products — from cribs and 


toys to power tools and hair 
dryers. S aferProduct s. gov, 
overseen by the Consumer 
Product Safety Commission, 
went live as scheduled over 
the objections of manufactur¬ 
ers and a stalled Republican 
effort in Congress to with¬ 
hold money for the project 
until critics’ concerns were 


addressed. The database al¬ 
lows people to file reports of 
injury or potential harm about 
household products, baby 
gear and more. In the coming 
weeks, as consumers file re¬ 
ports with the agency, people 
will be able to search for safe¬ 
ty complaints about specific 
items they might have in their 
homes or want to purchase. 
“Through SaferProducts.gov, 
consumers will have open ac¬ 
cess to product safety infor¬ 
mation that they have never 
seen before and the informa¬ 
tion will empower them to 
make safer choices,” Inez 
Tenenbaum, chairman of the 
consumer safety agency, told 
The Associated Press. 

But manufacturers, congres¬ 
sional Republicans and oth¬ 
ers charge the public data¬ 
base will be replete with bo¬ 
gus reports and misleading 
information.^ 


day afternoon, after online or¬ 
ders started in the early hours 
of the morning. 

The Cupertino company 
opened online sales of the iPad 
2 at 4 a.m. Eastern time, well 
before they became available 
in East Coast stores at 5 p.m. 
They were set to go on sale 
nationwide at the same hour, 
local time. 

After its U.S. launch Friday, 
the iPad 2 goes on sale March 
25 in 26 other markets, in¬ 
cluding Mexico, New Zea¬ 
land, Spain and other Euro¬ 
pean countries. 

When the original version of 
the iPad went on sale in April, 
Apple said it sold more than 
300,000 in the first day. It 
ended up selling more than 
15 million in the first nine 
months, including 7.3 million 
to holiday shoppers in the Oc- 
tober-December quarter. 

The new iPad model comes 
with several improvements 
over the original version but 
the same price tag — $499 to 
$829, depending on storage 
space and whether they can 
connect to the Internet over a 
cellular network — hobbling 
efforts by rivals at breaking 
Apple’s hold on the emerging 
market for tablet computers. 
The iPad 2 looks much like 


the first iPad, only with a 
sleeker, lighter body with a 
curved back. Among changes 
is the inclusion of cameras for 
videoconferencing, one on the 
front and one on the back. 
With the original iPad, Apple 
proved there is a large market 
for a tablet that’s less than a 
laptop and more than a smart 
phone, yet performs many of 
the same tasks. Competitors 
including Dell Inc. and Sam¬ 
sung Electronics Co. have 
been trying to lure consum¬ 
ers with smaller tablets, with¬ 
out much success. In Febru¬ 
ary, Motorola Mobility Inc.’s 
Xoom went on sale with a 
new version of Google Inc.’s 
Android software that was de¬ 
signed for tablets, not smart 
phones. 

To underscore the importance 
of the iPad to Apple, compa¬ 
ny CEO Steve Jobs emerged 
from a medical leave earlier 
this month to unveil the new 
version to bloggers and Apple 
enthusiasts. 

Jobs, 56, announced in Janu¬ 
ary that he would take a third 
leave of absence to focus on 
his health. In the last decade, 
he has survived a rare but 
curable form of pancreatic 
cancer and undergone a liver 
transplant. □ 
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Kia recalls70,000 Optimas 



This undated publicity photo provided by KIA shows the 2006.5 
Optima. 


DETROIT (AP) — Kia Mo¬ 
tors is recalling more than 
70,000 Optima midsize se¬ 
dans to fix transmission prob¬ 
lems that can cause the cars 
to roll even while they are in 
park. 

The cars are from the 2006 
through 2008 model years 
and were built from Sept. 29, 
2005 to June 13, 2007. 

In documents filed with the 
National Highway Traffic 
Safety Administration, Kia 
said that on some of the cars, a 
transmission shifter cable was 
installed incorrectly and can 
become detached from the 
shifter. If the cable comes off, 
the car would stay in the last 
gear used even if the driver 
puts the transmission in park, 
the documents said. 

“If the driver leaves the ve¬ 
hicle without engaging the 
parking brake, there is a pos¬ 
sibility that the vehicle can 
roll, creating the risk of a 
crash,” Kia said. 

INTO rules 
in China’s 
fauor in U.S. 
trade dispute 

GENEVA (AP) — China 
is declaring victory after a 
World Trade Organization 
ruling Friday that the U.S. il¬ 
legally imposed two classes 
of punitive duties on Chinese 
exports in 2007. 

WTO judges said the U.S. 
could not apply anti-dump¬ 
ing and anti-subsidy duties. 
The U.S. had imposed up to 
20 percent tariffs on Chinese 
tires, sacks and steel pipes. 
China’s WTO mission in Ge¬ 
neva said it welcomed a deci¬ 
sion that “strikes at the heart 
of how the United States has 
applied countervailing duties 
to Chinese products.” 

U.S. Trade Representative 
Ron Kirk said he was “deeply 
troubled” by the trade body’s 
decision — which is prece¬ 
dent-setting by limiting the 
ability of Chinese trading 
partners to set punitive du¬ 
ties on the world’s biggest 
exporter. 

Kirk called it “a clear case of 
overreaching” by the WTO.Q 


No injuries have been report¬ 
ed from the problem, but Kia 
has concluded that under “ex¬ 
traordinary circumstances” 
the cars could roll inadver¬ 
tently. 

Kia plans to start the recall this 
month and will notify owners 
by mail. Drivers will be told to 


Associated Press 

always use the parking brake 
when shifting the transmis¬ 
sion into park “especially un¬ 
til they can take their vehicle 
to the dealer,” the documents 
said. 

Dealers will inspect the cable 
and reinstall it if necessary, 
free of charge.□ 


MTN to invest Slbillion in 
Nigeria mobile phone market 

JON GAMBRELL 
Associated Press 

LAGOS, Nigeria (AP) — MTN Group Ltd. will invest $ 1 billion 
in improving its mobile phone network in Nigeria’s growing 
market, a spokeswoman said Friday, as the South African 
telecommunications company faces a price war in Africa’s most 
populous nation. 

The investment over the next year will go toward building a 
fiber optic network, improving transmission capacity, building 
more base stations and improving the capacity of its network, 
spokeswoman Funmi Omogbenigun said. She said the money 
came as part of MTN’s continuous investment in the West 
African nation. 

“As you are aware, in Nigeria, demand still outstrips supply,” 
Omogbenigun said. 

MTN holds a 50 percent market share in Nigeria, a lucrative 
market as mobile phones have become widespread since their 
introduction in 2001. The mobile market remains largely the 
only way to make calls in the country, as the state-run Nigerian 
Telecommunications Ltd., known locally as Nitel, fell into ruins 
and no longer provides reliable land line service. 

But MTN’s market share may be threatened by the entry 
into Nigeria of Bharti Airtel, the world’s fifth largest 
telecommunications company. Bharti’s purchase of Kuwait- 
based Zain brought it into 15 African nations. In the time since, 
Bharti cut call prices by 50 percent or more in 11 countries to 
attract more customers. 

Bharti has begun the same price war in Nigeria. Lower rates 
could win new customers in a nation where statistics suggest 
many live on less than $2 a day. Bharti’s founder and chairman, 
Sunil Mittal, has said it wants to double the company’s Africa 
business in the next 2 1/2 years to 100 million subscribers. At 
the end of September, Bharti Airtel said it had about 40 million 
subscribers in Africa. 

In July, Bharti announced plans to spend $600 million in Nigeria 
to improve its service.Q 



Airfares are going up, and not just because of oil 



In this Jan. 20, 2011, photo a Jet Blue jet taxis near an American Airlines jet parked at its gate at Boston’s 
Logan International Airport. 

Associated Press 


SCOTT MAYEROWITZ 
AP Airlines Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — U.S. 
airlines have used surging oil 
prices to justify fare increases 
of up to $60 per ticket since 
the start of the year. But the 
rising cost of fuel isn’t the 
only reason it’s getting more 
difficult to find cheap fares. 
The improving economy, a 
shrinking supply of seats and 
industry consolidation are 
also to blame. 

“This is probably going to be 
the worst year we have seen 
in 10 years in terms of finding 
bargains,” says Tom Parsons 
of BestFares.com, a website 
for travel deals. 

Even before turmoil in the 
Middle East drove oil prices 
higher, airfares were headed 
higher. The average cost of a 
round-trip ticket on a U.S. air¬ 
line was $360 before taxes at 
the start of 2011, a 9 percent 
increase from the previous 
year. By summer that figure 
could reach $430, says Robert 
Herbst, an independent airline 
analyst. 

Some high-traffic business 
and leisure routes, such as 
New York to Los Angeles, 
will see large hikes, Parsons 
says. The cheapest fare be¬ 
tween those cities last July 
was $382. 

This year, it’s $544. Parsons 
notes a handful of domestic 
routes, such as Dallas to San 
Francisco, are down thanks to 
new competition. 

International routes aren’t of¬ 
fering any relief, either. The 
cheapest available August 
flight from Miami to Paris 
cost $1,250 this week, 53 per¬ 
cent higher than last year, ac¬ 
cording to SmarterTravel. 
Airlines have the upper hand 
on prices for several reasons: 
— The improving economy. 
Business travelers are expect¬ 
ed to take 441 million trips 
this year, a 3 percent increase 
from 2010. As a result, air¬ 


lines are reserving more seats for 
pricey last-minute bookings. That 
leaves fewer cheap fares for lei¬ 
sure travelers, who tend to book 
further in advance. 

— Fewer seats. During the reces¬ 


sion, airlines reduced the num¬ 
ber of routes and planes they 
fly. As travel demand picks up, 
this shrunken supply of seats al¬ 
lows the industry to charge more. 
Planes are 82 percent full on av¬ 


erage, compared with 70 percent 
full before the recession hit in late 
2007. 

— Consolidation. Six airlines 
have combined into just three 
over the past 14 months — Delta 


and Northwest, Continen¬ 
tal and United, Midwest and 
Frontier — leaving bargain- 
hunters with fewer choices. 
American Airlines raised U.S. 
fares by $10 per round trip on 
Wednesday. If its competitors 
follow — as is customary — 
it would be the seventh broad 
price hike this year by U.S. 
airlines. 

It isn’t just the base fare get¬ 
ting more expensive. Check¬ 
ing bags, reserving an aisle 
seat and other services are no 
longer universally free. 
Another change working 
against leisure travelers is the 
budding dispute between air¬ 
lines and online travel sites. 
The airlines want to pay the 
sites lower commissions for 
each ticket purchased. The 
result for fliers: Not all avail¬ 
able flights can be found on 
some sites. For instance, Or- 
bitz, Expedia and Hotwire no 
longer list American Airlines 
flights. 

“It’s just more work for 
the consumer to figure out 
who has the best fare,” says 
Anne Banas, executive 
editor of travel advice site 
SmarterTravel. □ 


U.S. video game sales up 3 percent in February 


SEATTLE - U.S. retail sales of video-game 
hardware, software and accessories edged 
up 3 percent in February compared with 
the same month last year, helped in part by 
strong sales of Microsoft Corp.’s Xbox 360 
game system and Kinect motion-sensing 
controller. 

Market researcher NPD Group said Thurs¬ 
day $1.36 billion was spent on video games, 
consoles, portable devices and accessories 
in February, compared with $1.33 billion in 
February 2010. 

In dollars, sales of game consoles and ac¬ 
cessories both posted solid increases from a 
year ago. 

NPD said the Xbox 360 had its best non¬ 
holiday-season month ever, and bundled 
sales of the Xbox 360 console and Kinect 
helped push up average selling prices among 


console hardware. The exception: portable 
video-game devices, which saw sales plunge 
27 percent in February as shoppers anticipate 
Nintendo’s new portable 3DS. 

Accessories include add-ons such as the Ki¬ 
nect, but also “points cards” that game play¬ 
ers can use to buy new game content or use 
as virtual currency in games. NPD analyst 
Anita Frazier said points cards made up 22 
percent of accessory sales in February — 
about $57 million, a 52 percent increase 
from a year earlier. 

Sales of software — the video games them¬ 
selves — for consoles, portables and person¬ 
al computers slipped 8 percent. NPD does 
not include game downloads in its monthly 
sales data, so the numbers can show a de¬ 
cline even if more people are playing games. 
“Full game and add-on content digital down¬ 


loads, social network gaming, and consumer 
purchases of mobile apps are some of the 
areas where we’ve seen the greatest percent¬ 
age growth over last year,” Frazier said in a 
statement. 

“Call of Duty: Black Ops” from Activision 
Blizzard Inc. was the No. 1 game in Febru¬ 
ary, and NPD group calls it the best-selling 
game ever. “Marvel vs. Capcom 3: Fate of 
Two Worlds” from Capcom USA, which 
went on sale in February, was the second- 
best-selling game, followed by “Just Dance 
2” for the Wii, from Ubisoft. 

Looking ahead, Frazier noted that Easter 
falls in late April this year, and she expects 
to count holiday-related sales in April’s re¬ 
port. Last year, Easter was much earlier and 
holiday-related sales were mostly counted in 
March. □ 



Traders of crude oil and natural gas react during early trading at 
the New York Mercantile Exchange on Friday, March 11, 2011. 


Oil settles lower for fourth 
day after Japan tsunami 

CHRIS KAHN 
AP Energy Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The recent surge in oil prices skidded to 
a halt this week as economists raised concerns about weakening 
world demand, and a massive tsunami struck one of the world’s 
biggest oil importers. 

Japan is the third-largest oil importer in the world, and it’s un¬ 
clear how much its economy will be affected by Friday’s disas¬ 
ter. Analysts said it’s likely Japan will consume less oil after 
some refineries shut down. 

Benchmark West Texas Intermediate for April delivery lost 
$ 1.54 to settle at $ 101.16 per barrel on the New York Mercantile 
Exchange. Prices fell as low as $99.01 per barrel at one point. 
The tsunami that ravaged Japan hit the east coast of the country 
with a 23-foot high wall of water, sweeping away ships, cars 
and homes. It was unleashed by a magnitude-8.9 offshore quake 
that was followed for hours by more than 50 aftershocks. Hun¬ 
dreds are believed dead in the coastal city of Sendai. 

“Our initial assessment indicates that there has already been 
enormous damage,” Chief Cabinet Secretary Yukio Edano said. 
A large fire erupted at the Cosmo oil refinery in the city of Ichi- 
hara and burned out of control with 100-foot flames leaping 
into the sky. Other refineries and power plants were shut down 
as a precaution. 

Exxon Mobil Corp. suspended operations at the TonenGeneral 
Sekiyu Kawasaki Refinery, which the company partially owns, 
though it doesn’t appear to have suffered any damage. Tonen¬ 
General refines 296,000 barrels per day of crude.□ 
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Home of the Beatles 

“Biebermania” hits Liverpool 


Bono and Spielberg up 
for Gorbachev awards 


LONDON - Move over Bea- 
tlemania. “Biebermania” hit 
the home town of the famous 
Fab Four when a noisy crowd 
of fans descended on central 
Liverpool to catch a glimpse 
of teenaged singing sensation 
Justin Bieber. 

In scenes reminiscent of the 
hysteria that met the Beatles 
wherever they went in the 
early 1960s, police were 
called in on Thursday to con¬ 
trol a large crowd of girls 
who had gathered outside the 
Hard Days Night hotel where 
Bieber was staying. 

The 17-year-old Canadian 
pop star was in Liverpool 
ahead of a concert evening. 
Merseyside Police, 
responsible for Liverpool in 
northern England, said they 
were called by hotel security 
staff early on Thursday after¬ 
noon. 

They were forced to close 
a central city street to traf¬ 
fic, and were at the scene for 


Justin Bieber 


around six hours before the 
fans eventually left. 

Bieber took to his Twitter ac¬ 
count to communicate with 
his followers. 

“This is crazy,” he wrote on 


For his China debut 


Censors clear Bob Dylan 


By MIN LEE 
Associated Press 
HONG KONG - Censors 
have cleared Bob Dylan to 
make his China debut despite 
worries that the country’s au¬ 
thoritarian government would 
block his planned shows giv¬ 
en the American folk icon’s 
antiestablishment reputation. 
China’s Ministry of Culture 
said in a notice posted on its 
website Thursday that Dylan 
will be allowed to perform 
in Beijing between March 30 
and April 12. 

The website of the Dylan fan 
magazine ISIS reported ear¬ 
lier that Dylan was sched¬ 
uled to perform in Beijing on 
April 6 and Shanghai on April 
8, although Dylan’s official 
website doesn’t list those tour 
dates. 

The Chinese Ministry of Cul¬ 
ture did not immediately post 
approval for the Shanghai 
show. A press official for the 
ministry declined comment 
on whether approval was 
imminent, asking a reporter 
to keep checking the minis¬ 
try’s website for updates. He 



Bob Dylan 

would only give his surname 
as Zhou. 

The Chinese ticketing web¬ 
site MyPiao.com has already 
listed both the expected Bei¬ 
jing and Shanghai shows, but 
hasn’t started accepting or¬ 
ders. 

The approval notice requires 
Dylan to stick to the program 
vetted by ministry officials, 
but didn’t give specifics.□ 


the social networking site. 
“There are like thousands of 
people out there. 

Love everybody but gonna try 
and get some sleep. 

A police spokeswoman denied 
media reports that Bieber had 
been threatened with arrest if 
he stepped out on to his hotel 
balcony to greet the crowd. 
Bieber is due to play at the 
Liverpool Echo Arena before 
heading to Newcastle on Sat¬ 
urday and to London for a 
series of gigs at the 02 Arena 
next week. □ 


Associated Press 
LONDON - For the world’s 
media soon to descend on 
London for the royal wed¬ 
ding, fairytale endings don’t 
come cheap. 

Already faced with declin¬ 
ing revenues and stretched 
resources, media organiza¬ 
tions have been hit by a bevy 
of expensive large-scale news 
events the Gulf oil spill, the 
Chilean miner disaster, Aus¬ 
tralian floods and the chaos 
gripping the Middle East. 
Now comes the mega-story of 
Prince William’s wedding to 
Kate Middleton.“It’s a major 
event and that takes resources 
and people,” said Jeffrey Sch¬ 
neider, senior vice president at 
ABC News. He refused to say 
what the network was spend¬ 


Bono Vox 


MOSCOW - Irish rocker 
Bono and Google co-founder 
Sergey Brin have been nomi¬ 
nated for a new prize created 
by former Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev to mark 
his 80th birthday, the organiz¬ 
ers said. The “Mikhail Gor¬ 
bachev: the man who changed 
the world” awards are named 
after his three major policies 
which became the buzzwords 
during his rule. The awards 
after his glasnost, perestroika 
and uskorenie reforms will be 
presented at a lavish event in 
London on March 30. 

“This is an award for those 
who have shown themselves 
to be people capable of chang¬ 
ing the world for the bet¬ 


ter,” Gorbachev, who turned 
80 on March 2, said late on 
Thursday. Other nominees 
are U.S. film director and pro¬ 
ducer Steven Spielberg, CNN 
founder Ted Turner, Martin 
Cooper, who made the world’s 
first mobile phone, and Brazil¬ 
ian former President Luiz Ina- 
cio Lula da Silva. “We, civil 
society, should support such 
people,” Gorbachev’s daugh¬ 
ter Irina Virganskaya said. 
Gorbachev, who is blamed by 
many Russians for the col¬ 
lapse of the Soviet Union, 
has criticised Prime Minis¬ 
ter Vladimir Putin in recent 
months, saying he should not 
return to the presidency next 
year.Q 


Britain’s Prince William and Kate Middleton 


ing but said costs would entail 
live coverage of the April 29 
wedding and paying for corre¬ 
spondents and anchors on the 
scene.The media’s bill will 
also include highly paid royal 
commentators, purpose-built 
studios, extra bandwidth, 
platforms for photographers 
and cameramen, transconti¬ 
nental flights, and hotels in 
one of the most expensive 
cities in the world. Some net¬ 


works are hoping to shave 
some expenses but most say 
it’s just a hit they will have 
to absorb one that could very 
well yield lucrative returns. 
The good-news appeal and 
the couple’s uber celebrity- 
royal status have created a 
stir on the Internet and social 
networking sites, offering a 
chance for news organizations 
to increase audiences and ad 
revenue. □ 
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SoCuMmIs 


SAIL, SNORKEL, 
SWIM & SWING! 

DAILY 9:30-2pm $56pp 
Visit 3 Great sites 
with BBQ, Open Bar, 
Gear & Ropeswing! 


AFTERNOON 

SNORKEL 

DAILY 3-6pm only $38pp 
Shorter version of morning 
cruise same stops Open 
Bar, Gear & Ropeswing! 


SUNSET 

SAIL 

Mon & Fri 5-7pm 
only $30pp 
Open Bar included 
& Ropeswing! 


Save $10 per 
couple / per coupon 
for morning cruise. 
Save $5 per couple / 
per coupon for 
afternoon cruise. 


5868107/592 7858 


Tickets available at Jolly Pirates Shop at MooMba Beach. Boarding at 
MooMba Beach- by the high rise hotels between Holiday Inn and Marriott 
Resorts. Offer not valid in combination with other discount offers. Valid 
for direct telephone reservations only - Present coupon upon boarding. 


Sheen strikes custody pact 

Police search Sheen’s home 


Mel Gibson’s ex won’t 
face extortion charge 



Actor Mel Gibson 


By ANTHONY MCCARTNEY 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Charlie 
Sheen and his estranged wife 
have struck an accord that 
settles any custody issues and 
ends the pursuit of a restrain¬ 
ing order against the actor, ac¬ 
cording to their attorneys. 
Sheen and Brooke Mueller 
“reached an agreement that 
resolves their differences,” 
lawyers for the pair said 
Thursday night. 

The statement said the details 
of the arrangement were be- 



Actor Benicio del Toro 


HAVANA - Puerto Rican Os- 
car-winner Benicio del Toro 
made his debut as a director 
this month, filming in Cuba a 
segment of the movie “Seven 
Days in Havana.” 

He said on Thursday directing 
was not that much different 
from acting. 

“It’s going to the story and it’s 
asking questions,” he said at 
news conference in the Cuban 
capital. Del Toro, who won an 
Oscar in 2001 for his role in 
Steven Soderbergh’s “Traf¬ 
fic,” directed a segment called 
“El Yuma” about an American 
actor traveling to the island 



Actor Charlie Sheen 


for a seminar. 

It features U.S. actor Josh 
Hutcherson, 18, who has 
played in films such as 
“Bridge to Terabithia” and 
“Little Manhattan.” 

He gave a pat on the back to 
Del Toro’s directorial style. 
Del Toro, 44, has been in Ha¬ 
vana before, preparing for his 
role as Argentine rebel Ernes¬ 
to “Che” Guevara in Soder¬ 
bergh’s 2008 movie “Che.” 
Former Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro, who Guevara fought 
alongside in Cuba’s 1959 
revolution, praised his perfor¬ 
mance and in July 2008 Del 
Toro came to Havana to re¬ 
ceive a lifetime achievement 
award. Making his directo¬ 
rial debut was a “dream come 
true,” Del Toro said. 

“Seven Days in Havana” is 
French-Spanish production 
that presents a contempo¬ 
rary portrait of the city, pro¬ 
ducer Alvaro Longoria told 
reporters. □ 


ing kept confidential for the 
benefit of their twin sons. 
Mueller obtained a tempo¬ 
rary restraining order against 
Sheen earlier this month, 
claiming he threatened her on 
a recent trip to the Bahamas. 
A hearing had been scheduled 
for March 22. 

In a related development, Los 
Angeles police say they have 
searched Charlie Sheen’s 
home for guns that might be 
in violation of the restraining 
order. 

Officers arrived at Sheen’s 
Sherman Oaks home Thurs¬ 
day evening, searched for 
several hours and found one 
weapon, an antique gun, po¬ 
lice service representative 
Stacy Ball at the Van Nuys 
station said. 

It wasn’t clear the old weapon 
was a violation. 

Ball said that such searches 
are routine in which a person 
is subject to a restraining or¬ 
der, and Sheen reportedly was 
cooperative. 

The actor later tweeted the 
“LAPD were AWESOME. 
Absolute pros! They can pro¬ 
tect and serve this Warlock 
anytime!!!” 

Earlier Thursday, Sheen filed 
a $100 million lawsuit against 
Warner Bros, and the execu¬ 
tive producer of “Two and a 
Half Men,” making good on 
a promise to do something 
“big” in retaliation for his fir¬ 
ing from the program. 

The breach of contract suit is 
the first volley in what could 
be a long and costly legal 
battle involving three Holly¬ 
wood heavyweights Warner, 
hugely successful producer 
Chuck Lorre and one of TV’s 
highest-paid stars. □ 


By ANTHONY McCARTNEY 
Associated Press 
LOS ANGELES - Prosecu¬ 
tors say they will not charge 
Mel Gibson’s ex-girlfriend 
with extortion after they found 
insufficient evidence to prove 
the allegation by the actor. 

The decision was announced 
soon after prosecutors filed a 
misdemeanor battery charge 
against the Academy Award 
winner. Attorneys for Oksana 
Grigorieva say she cooper¬ 
ated fully with the investiga¬ 
tion into extortion allegations 
by Gibson. Attorneys Daniel 
Horowitz, Ronald Litz and 
Martin Garbus said in a state¬ 
ment released to The Associ¬ 
ated Press that the Russian 
musician never invoked her 
Fifth Amendment rights dur¬ 
ing several interviews with 
authorities. Gibson claimed 
Grigorieva attempted to ex¬ 
tort him during custody nego¬ 
tiations involving their infant 
daughter after their breakup 
last year. The attorneys said 
they would not release any 
further statements. 

The complaint accuses Gibson 


of “willfully and unlawful¬ 
ly” using force and violence 
against Oksana Grigorieva, a 
Russian musician. 

The Academy Award winner 
was scheduled to appear in 
court later in the day. 

A source familiar with the case 
has said Gibson will accept a 
plea agreement to resolve the 
case stemming from a January 
2010 dispute. 

The person was not authorized 
to discuss details of the agree¬ 
ment and spoke to The Asso¬ 
ciated Press on condition of 
anonymity. Gibson, 55, was 
not expected to serve jail time 
as a result of the charge. 

His attorney Blair Berk said 
in a statement released earlier 
this week that Gibson opted to 
end the case without fighting 
it because of the potential im¬ 
pact on his children, including 
an infant daughter with Grig¬ 
orieva. 

“It is with only that in mind 
that he asked me to approach 
the district attorney with a 
proposal that would bring all 
of this to an immediate end,” 
Berk’s statement reads.Q 


Benicio del Toro debuts 
as Havana film director 
























More evidence proves 

Folic acid prevents birth defects 



Dr. Roger E. Stevenson 


NEW YORK - A new study 
finds that South Carolina’s 
rate of spina bifida and similar 
birth defects fell substantially 
after more women began tak¬ 
ing folic acid adding to evi¬ 
dence of the B vitamin’s ben¬ 
efits during pregnancy. 

Since 1998, the U.S. has re¬ 
quired manufacturers to add 
folic acid to enriched flours, 
breads, cereals, pasta, com 
meal and other grain products. 
The move was based on re¬ 
search showing that folic acid 
during pregnancy can cut the 
risk of neural tube defects se¬ 
rious, sometimes fatal birth 
defects of the brain or spine, 
including spina bifida and an- 
encephaly. 

For the new study, reported 
in the Journal of Pediatrics, 
researchers looked at rates of 
neural tube defects in South 
Carolina from 1992 to 2009. 
Infants bom in South Carolina 
have historically had a higher 
rate of neural tube defects 
compared with the U.S. aver¬ 
age. 

But during the study period, 


the rate of “isolated” neural 
tube defects not accompanied 
by any other birth defect fell 
from 1.4 for every 1,000 births 
and fetal deaths, to about 0.6 
per 1,000. 

And from 1998 to 2005, the 
average rate of spina bifida 
and anencephaly which ac¬ 
count for most neural tube 
defects was 0.69 per 100,000. 
That was identical to the na¬ 
tional average. 

Folic acid would appear to 
take the credit, according to 
Dr. Roger E. Stevenson and 


colleagues at the Greenwood 
Genetic Center in South Caro¬ 
lina. 

Based on interviews with 
South Carolina women ages 
15 to 45 throughout the study 
period, the percent taking fo¬ 
lic acid on a regular basis rose 
from 8 percent to 35 percent. 
The authors did not ask wom¬ 
en how much folic acid they 
took, but experts recommend 
that women who may become 
pregnant get 400 micrograms 
of folic acid, from multivita¬ 
mins or fortified foods. □ 


In terms of neurological recovery 

Gifords making liaps and bounds 


By RAMIT PLUSHNICK- 
MASTI 

Associated Press 
HOUSTON - Rep. Gabrielle 
Giffords has been told that she 
was shot. 

Her ability to walk and talk is 
improving. And doctors say 
there’s a good chance she’ll 
be able to attend her hus¬ 
band’s space shuttle launch 
next month. 

Doctors provided the new de¬ 
tails about Giffords’ condition 
their first official updates she 
began intensive rehabilitation 
in Houston on Jan. 26. 

They described several mile¬ 
stones in her recovery. The 



Dr. Imoigele Aisiku says Gifords is recovery well 
developments include the re- ability to walk with assistance 
moval of her breathing tube and talk in complete sentences 
last week and her improving such as “I’m tired.□ 


Alzheimer’s drug hits 
forms of toxic protein 


By Julie Steenhuysen 
Associated Press 
CHICAGO - Early stud¬ 
ies suggest an experimental 
Alzheimer’s drug attacks 
free-floating bits of a protein 
called beta amyloid, a sign 
the drug may fight what some 
researchers consider to be the 
disease’s chief culprit. 
Bapineuzumab, being devel¬ 
oped by Pfizer Inc and John¬ 
son & Johnson, is among the 
most advanced in the search 
for effective treatments for 
Alzheimer’s, a fatal brain- 
wasting disease that affects 26 
million people globally. 
Current drugs only address 
symptoms, and recent at¬ 
tempts by Eli Lilly and Co 
and Medivation Inc for a 
meaningful treatment have 
largely failed. 

A small brain imaging study 
last year showed bapineu¬ 
zumab was able to shrink 
solid clumps of beta amyloid 
in the brain by 25 percent in 
28 patients. 

But several recent studies in 
mice and rats suggest that the 
much smaller floating, or sol¬ 
uble, pieces of beta amyloid 
found in cerebrospinal fluid 
the clear, watery substance 
that bathes the brain and spi¬ 
nal cord are the real bad ac¬ 
tors in Alzheimer’s disease. 
That has raised questions 
about whether bapineuzumab 
an engineered immune-sys¬ 
tem molecule called a mono¬ 
clonal antibody is targeting 
the wrong thing. 

To study this, researchers at 
J&J did a series of studies in 
mice and cells. 

They suggested that the drug 
not only binds to soluble beta 
amyloid, but also may neu¬ 
tralize some of the protein’s 
ability to harm brain cells. 

“We can feel very comfort¬ 
able that it is engaging both 
soluble and insoluble forms,” 
said Gene Kinney, head of 



Alzheimer’s patient 


research for J&J’s Janssen 
Alzheimer Immunotherapy, 
who worked on the studies 
presented at an Alzheimer’s 
and Parkinson’s disease meet¬ 
ing in Barcelona on Thursday. 
In one study, the team showed 
that injecting the drug in 
mice bred to develop amyloid 
plaques helped them over¬ 
come learning problems. 
Kinney is not ready to con¬ 
cede that soluble amyloid is 
more important than insoluble 
amyloid. 

Bapineuzumab has had mixed 
results in a mid-stage clini¬ 
cal trials in people and the 
drug is now being tested in 
late-stage studies that aim 
to show whether it can pre¬ 
vent reasoning problems in 
people with mild to moderate 
Alzheimer’s.□ 
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Aspirin, other meds linked 
to stomach bleeding risks 



Dr. Colin Baigent 


By Genevra Pittman 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK - People taking 
low doses of aspirin to protect 
their heart may be at risk for 
stomach bleeding, and those 
taking both aspirin and other 
common drugs may have an 
even higher bleeding risk, ac¬ 
cording to a new study. 

The authors calculated that if 
1,000 people not taking either 
aspirin or clopidogrel, market¬ 
ed as Plavix, instead took both 
drugs, an extra one to three 
of them would have stomach 
bleeding every year, according 
to the study, which is published 
in the journal Circulation. 
According to the authors’ es¬ 
timates, over the same period, 
somewhere between 5 and 10 
people in 1,000 in the general 
population will have stomach 
bleeding. 

Dr. Colin Baigent, a researcher 
from the University of Oxford 
in the United Kingdom who 
was not involved with the new 
study, said that the findings 
were not a surprise, and “seem 
to be consistent with the evi¬ 
dence.” 

Aspirin has been shown to re¬ 
duce the risk of heart attack 
or stroke by preventing blood 
clots from forming. Guidelines 
say that people who have had a 
recent heart attack should take 
75 to 325 milligrams of aspirin 
daily for up to a year afterward, 
and many others who are at risk 
for heart disease also take the 
drug regularly. 

However, there is also some 
evidence showing that aspirin 
and Plavix may increase the 
risk of having bleeding in the 
upper gastrointestinal tract - the 
stomach and the first part of the 
small intestine. 

To determine how aspirin, 
Plavix, and a range of other 
medications might affect bleed¬ 
ing risks, Dr. Luis Rodriguez of 
the Spanish Center for Pharma- 
coepidemiological Research 
in Madrid and his colleagues 


analyzed a database of pri¬ 
mary care patients in the UK. 
The database included all cases 
of stomach bleeding between 
2000 and 2007 - a total of 2,049 
people age 40 to 84. 

Then, they found 20,000 peo¬ 
ple that were similar to that 
group based on age and gender, 
but who had not had a stomach 
bleed during that time. The re¬ 
searchers compared records of 
these two groups to find out 
what medications individuals 
were currently taking and what 
they had been prescribed over 
the past year. 

Of all patients who had a stom¬ 
ach bleed, 31 percent were tak¬ 
ing low-dose aspirin at the time 
of the bleed, compared to 19 
percent of people in the com¬ 
parison group who did not have 
a stomach bleed. 

The results showed that people 
taking any daily dose of aspirin 
were at almost twice the risk 
of having stomach bleeding 
than people not taking aspirin. 
People taking both aspirin and 
Plavix were three to four times 
more likely to have a stomach 
bleed than those taking neither 
drug. 

Patients who were taking 
aspirin in addition to a range 
of other drugs, including anti¬ 
inflammatory drugs such as 
ibuprofen and anticoagulants 
such as warfarin had a higher 
bleeding risk than those taking 
just aspirin. 

Despite these risks, Rodriguez 
said that aspirin is an important 
drug for people who have 
already had a heart attack and 
are trying to prevent a second. 
For people who have never had 
a heart attack, that might not 
be the case, he said especially 
when aspirin is combined with 
other medications that further 
increase the risk of stomach 
bleeding. 

According to Baigent, “full 
compliance with aspirin will 
probably double the risk of 
major bleeding, and most of 
the major bleeding that occurs 
is attributed to gastrointestinal 
bleeding.” 

One way that doctors can 
address the risk of stomach 
bleeding in their patients who 
are taking aspirin, Rodriguez 
said, is by also prescribing 
a kind of drug called proton 
pump inhibitors, or PPIs, which 
have shown to cut down on 
some of that risk. □ 
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and 

Effective 


US$8.50 (AWG. 15.00) for 3 (three) days with a maximum of 30 words. We accept submissions until 5pm (Monday - Friday). 
Email: classitieds@arubatoday.com Credit Cards Acceptable. We would ho happy lo email you our credit card torm. 


far sale 

FOR SALE 

Nice home in Paradera, only 6 
minutes to downtown and 
beaches. 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, livingroom, nice 
kitchen. Facilities: Pool and 
laundry area. Asking price: 
$258,000 

call: 733-6681 /745-3510 
E-mail: 

mlandabusiness@hotmail.com 

_J90646 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 

wk 10-2545 P/o wk 11-2329 
P/o $10,800. U.S. 352-697- 
3133 E-mail: wshnfl@aol.com 

_190106A_ 

FORSALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

Platinum plus Presidents wk 7 
(one of the most desirable 
wks) 2 bedroom ocean view 
villa sleeps 8 

Marriott currently selling this 
wk for $67,000. My sale price 
$35,000 
E-mail: 

amqacp@optonline.net 

or call 516-458-8019 

J90J329 

FOR SALE 
Costa Linda 4017 

wk 8 - 2 br -ocean/pool view 
Phone USA 248-894-7772 
e-mail: 

dnalled@aol.com 

$26,000 

_1_906_3_4_ 

for saie/rent 

PARADISE BEACH VILLAS 

2 br weeks 8 & 9, (pool side) 
call Room 303 till March 5 
stateside. 732-279-0071 
$12,000 p/w Negotiable 
2 bedroom - 2 bath- 2 balconies 

_.1.90543 

for rent 

FOR RENT 

Extend you vacation 
March 19th thru 26th 2011 
Aruba Beach Club 
Ocean View - sleeps 4 
$700.00 call 566-1413 

190628 


FOR RENT 

Do you want to stay more days 
in Aruba? we have apts & 
houses for rent by days, weeks 
& months. Call: 733-6681 / 
74153510. E-mail: 
marita. Ianda@qmail.com 

T90646A 
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Tel: 582-7800 

Fax: 582-7044 

Weststraat 22 

e-mail: 

news@arubatoday.com 

website: 

www.arubatoday.com 


Time Share Resales 

always your best option 

Mariott Ocean Club 


1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean front 

$17000 

1 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$12500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$22000 

2 Bedroom Ocean Front 

$27000 

Marriott Surf Club 


2Bedroom Platinum Carden View 

$17500 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$19000 

2Bedroom Platinum Ocean Side 

$21000 

2 Bedroom Platinum Ocean Front 

$30000 

3 Bedroom Platinum Ocean View 

$36000 

La Cabana Beach And Raquet Club 

1 Bedroom week 9 Room 401 D Ocean Front 

$13000 

2 Bedroom wk 9 Room 202E Ocean Front 

$20000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 332C Pool Ocean View 

$9500 

Studio wk 12 room 426 B Pool Ocean View 

$5500 

Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 


2Bedroom wk 9/10 Room 211 Pool /OV $32000 Both weeks. 

1 Br wk 10 Room 1206 Ocean View 

$11000 

1 Br wk 11 Room 805 Ocean View 

$7000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 1101 Ocean View 

$9000 

2Br wk 13/14 Room 306 Pool Ocean View 

$13000 each. 

Divi Links 


1 Br wk 9/10 Room 4209/4210 Pool View 

$12500 each. 

1 Br wk 9 Room 4226 Pool/View 

$12500 

Studio wk 9 Room 4225 Pool/View 

$10000 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2115 Ground floor Pool View 

$8000 

1 Br wk 11 room 2104 Pool/View 

$9000 

Occidental Resort 


1 Br Deluxe wk 2/17 Ocean View 

$15000 

2Br Supreme wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$30000 

3Br wk 2/17 Ocean Front 

$50000 

Playa Linda Beach Resort 


2Br wk 13 Room 632 Pool Ocean View 

$23000 

1 Br wk 13 Room 344 Ocean View 

$15000 

Dutch Village 


1 Bedroom wk 10 room 28 Pool/View 

$8000 

Studio wk 11 Room 118 Pool/View 

$4000 

Studio wk 13 Room 119 Pool/View 

$4000 

Divi Village Studio wk 10 Room 3101 Pool/View 

$8500 

Studio Wk 11 Room 8202 Ocean View 

$8500 

Renaissance Siutes 


1 Br 11 Room 2507 Pool /Ocean View 

$11500 

1 Br wk 12 Room 2327 Pool/Ocean view 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2521 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

1 Br wk 13 Room 2137 Pool/Ocean View 

$9500 

Tiera Del sol 


House 2Bedroom 2Bath. Big Gorge Big Patio Full 

Airco 

Water Heather 

$531000 

IVIany more weeks fa 

r sale 

call:731-2012 or S62 

-0712 

Or e-mail me al 

r 

iohnnypaesch@yaho 

o.com 


FOR SALE: great deals & fabulous prices! 
Sellers have agreed to huge reductions! 



Best value in Tierra del Sol! Exclusive golf 
course community. Expanded prime Mesa 
Vista 3 BDR 2 story villa, Private pool. Huge 
upper Master suite w/fab. balcony! Dream 
home! Expansion possibilities! Drastically 
reduced to $695,000 for quick sale. 

ARUBA VILLA RENTALS 

Everything from simple guestrooms to luxurious Villas! 

By the weekmonth or year . 

Phone: 586-8800 or 586-4290. 
www.ArubaVillaRentals.com - www.absolutearuba.com 

Ask about our other orooerties for sale. All our listinas are carefullu selected 



























































Saturday, March 12 


Ut! I SCIENCE 



Mercury visible Sunday 


SETH BORENSTEIN 
AP Science Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) 
Earth is about to get better 
acquainted with its oddball 
planetary cousin, Mercury, 
a rocky wonderland of ex¬ 
tremes. 

Sure, Mars may fascinate 
science fiction authors, Ju¬ 
piter looms large and Saturn 
has stunning rings, but tiny 
Mercury can claim the title 
as weirdest planet in the so¬ 
lar system. It has the wildest 
extremes from hot to cold. 
A day on Mercury somehow 
lasts longer than its year. And 
maybe strangest of all, scien¬ 
tists think it holds tons of ice 
in dark craters despite being 
the planet closest to the sun. 
Next Thursday, for the first 
time, a small NASA space¬ 
craft called Messenger will 
enter into Mercury’s orbit, 
circling at times as close as 
125 miles from the planet’s 
surface. And by coincidence, 
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• Service 24 hours 
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Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
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The First & Only Legal One in Aruba Since 1997 


Japan earthquake ranks as 
fifth largest since 1900 


a few days before that will be 
the best time all year for peo¬ 
ple on Earth to see Mercury 
with the naked eye. 

Barely bigger than our moon 
but much more distant, Mer¬ 
cury is not easy to see without 
a telescope. An odd pairing 
with giant Jupiter will make it 
easier to spot starting Sunday 
— probably the best oppor¬ 
tunity for a year, said Geoff 
Chester at the U.S. Naval Ob¬ 
servatory in Washington. 
Chester said people in the 
Northern Hemisphere should 
look to the west after sunset. 
Jupiter will be about 10 de¬ 
grees above the western ho¬ 
rizon. Mercury will be about 
finger’s width to the right of 
Jupiter. 

“Mercury has sometimes been 
called the forgotten planet,” 
said Sean Solomon, the Carn¬ 
egie Institution planetary ge¬ 
ologist who is Messenger’s 
chief scientist. “It is extreme 
in many respects. □ 



Buildings burn in Yamada town, Iwate prefecture (state) after 
Japan’s biggest recorded earthquake hit Friday March 11 , 2011 . 

Associated Press 


ALICIA CHANG 
AP Science Writers 
PASADENA, California (AP) 
— The massive earthquake 
that struck off the coast of Ja¬ 
pan Friday ranks as the fifth 
largest in the world since 
1900, scientists said. 

The magnitude-8.9 “megath¬ 
rust” quake is similar to what 


happened during the 2004 
Sumatra quake that spawned 
a killer tsunami and the earth¬ 
quake last year in Chile. In all 
these cases, one tectonic plate 
is shoved beneath another. 
Such earthquakes are respon¬ 
sible for the most powerful 
shifts in the Earth’s crust. 
Japan is at particular risk, sit¬ 
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ting in the “Ring of Fire” — 
an arc of earthquake and vol¬ 
canic zones stretching around 
the Pacific where about 90 
percent of the world’s quakes 
occur. 

“The energy radiated by this 
quake is nearly equal to one 
month’s worth of energy 
consumption” in the United 
States, said U.S. Geological 
Survey scientist Brian Atwa¬ 
ter. 

More than 80 aftershocks 
greater than magnitude-5 
have been felt since the Japa¬ 
nese rupture — a number that 
scientists say is normal for a 
quake this size. 

USGS seismologist Lucy 
Jones said a friend who was in 
Tokyo for a tsunami planning 
meeting noted the shaking af¬ 
ter the initial shock lasted for 
about five minutes. 

Scientists said the quake 
erupted 6 miles below the 
ocean and about 80 miles 
off Japan’s eastern coast. It 
caused a 186-mile rupture in 
the sea floor, said USGS geo¬ 
physicist Paul Earle. 

The rupture triggered deadly 
tsunami waves that washed 
away homes and boats along 
coastal Japan. Waves rippled 
across the Pacific, but so far 
had caused little damage in 
Hawaii. Alerts were posted 
even to the west coast of the 
United States. 

Two days earlier, the region 
was rattled by a magnitude-7.2 
quake that scientists now con¬ 
sider a foreshock. Foreshocks 
are basically earthquakes and 
are only identified as pre¬ 
cursors after another quake 
follows them. After such an 
event, there’s only a 5 per¬ 
cent chance of an even bigger 
quake coming later. Q 


IN & OUT CALL 
FREE PICKUP 




Yap Yum 


565-9533 


Safe Tours to the Red Light District with private guide: 
A 3 Hours tour includes a FREE Bottle of Wine 


_arubae scorts@hot mail.cq 

24 Hours Straight Service 
7 Days a Week ANYTIME 



Massage Service | 


We service Men, 
Women & Couples 


• We Guarantee 
Quality, Service & Reliability 


Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yap Yum * Yap Yum • Yap Yum * Yam Yum • Yap Yum « Yap Yum • Yap Yum 

























ARUBA HOYIES 


Saturday, March 12, 2011 


Se desvanece temor que tsunami impacte latinoamerica 



Pescadores ven reportes noticiosos sobre el terremoto y tsunami en Japon en una oficina en la playa 
de Agua Dulce en Lima, Peru, el viernes 11 de marzo del 2011. Los gobiernos latinoamericanos pidi- 
eron que poblaciones insulares y de las costas en el Pacifico que vayan a tierras altas por la posibil- 
diad que ocurra en tsunami a causa del terremoto de 8,9 grados en Japon. (AP Foto/Karel Navarro). 


MEXICO (AP) - El temor de 
que el terremoto y tsunami 
que azoto Japon el viernes 
desencadenara un desastre en 
el Pacifico se disipo cuando 
las primeras olas causadas 
por el sismo llegaron a ter- 
ritorio mexicano con solo 70 
centimetros de altura. 

Aunque la alerta inicial pre- 
venia de la posibilidad de 
que un tsunami golpeara a 
los paises con costas en el 
Pacifico y eso provoco que 
en paises como Ecuador se 
ordenara evacuar poblacio¬ 
nes enteras, se suspendieran 
operaciones petroleras y 
aeronauticas. 

Pero cuando el oleaje de- 
rivado del terremoto llego a 
Hawai y despues a Mexico 
se determino que no cau- 
saria efectos devastadores y 
el presidente Rafael Correa, 
que incluso llego a decretar 
estado de excepcion recono- 
cio que “las probabilidades 
de un tsunami fuerte como se 
calculaba... va a ser solo una 
marejada”. 

“Parece que esa energia se ha 
dispersado porque la onda se 
ha expandido muchisimo y ha 
perdido muchisimo la energia 
de la ola... y esas son buenas 
noticias”, expreso el gober- 
nante en rueda de prensa. 
Casi simultaneamente las 
autoridades mexicanas in- 
formaron que la onda de im- 
pacto del sismo en Asia llego 
con una demora de 45 minu- 
tos respecto a lo que inicial- 
mente calculaban y provoco 
olas de una tamano maximo 
de 70 centimetros, las cuales 
despues de unos minutos solo 
decrecieron, segun el vocero 
de la Secretaria de Marina, 
contralmirante Jose Luis Ver¬ 
gara. 

Ensenada, en la peninsula de 
Baja California, fue el prim¬ 
er lugar de Latinoamerica a 
donde llegaron a las 11.30 
horas (1730 GMT) las prim- 
eras olas a causa del terre¬ 
moto de 8,9 grados en Japon 
y la Coordinadora de Protec- 
cion Civil de Mexico, Laura 
Gurza, considero que “es 
un escenario positivo el que 
podemos ver, pero es impor- 
tante no bajar la guardia”. 


Cuando paso por Hawai el 
oleaje no provoco ningun 
dano. Un grupo de estudi- 
antes uruguayos que vacacio- 
nan en islas de ese archipie- 
lago reporto a sus parientes 
en Montevideo que se encon- 
traban sin novedad. 

Adriana Benedicto, madre de 
uno de los estudiantes, dijo a 
la pagina digitalObserva de 
Uruguay que la ultima vez 
que se comunico con su hijo 
le comento que “los llevaron 
(a refugiarse) a una universi- 
dad en la parte alta de la isla, 
en Honolulu”. 

“El agua llego pero muy 
poco, asi que espero que los 
dejen volver al hostal en la 
noche y poder comunicarme 
con ellos”, dijo la mujer. 

LATINOAMERICA 

El presidente de Ecuador, Ra¬ 
fael Correa habia ordenado 
evacuar los habitantes de las 
Islas Galapagos y de toda la 
region costanera y la policia 
ecuatoriana desplego a 
12.800 efectivos para ayudar 
en esa actividad y resguardar 
los bienes de quienes dejaran 
sus moradas. 

La Direccion de Aviacion 
Civil suspendio operacio¬ 
nes en los aeropuertos ecu- 
atorianos de Esmeraldas, 
Manta Manabi y Galapagos, 
en donde tambien se cerraron 
todos los sitios de interes 
del archipielago para cuidar 
a los turistas y apoyar a los 
guardaparques en la evacu- 
acion de las comunidades lo¬ 
cales hacia zonas altas. 

La ciudad mas grande de 
Ecuador, Guayaquil, se en- 
cuentra en la costa del Paci¬ 
fico. Las Galapagos _13 islas 
volcanicas, islotes y rocas_ 
una zona protegida por la 
UNESCO por sus especies de 
fauna y flora unicas, se ubi- 
can a 1.000 kilometros de la 
costa, son un atractivo mun- 
dial y las habitan unos 15.000 
personas. 

Tambien la chilena Isla de 
Pascua, a 3.500 kilometros 
de Santiago, los Pescadores 
guardaron sus lanchas y el 
aeropuerto, que se encuentra 
a unos 45 metros por encima 
del mar, se preparo como 


refugio para los mas de 5.000 
residentes y turistas que se 
encontraban en Hanga roa, 
poblado de la zona. 

El presidente Sebastian Pi- 
nera habia advertido que la 
poblacion no se alarmara y 
asistiera con normalidad a 
sus trabajos y escuelas, pues 
de avizorarse algun peligro 
habria tiempo para reaccio- 
nar. 

El capitan Atilio Aste, respon- 
sable del SistemaNacional de 
Alerta de Tsunami de la Ma¬ 
rina Guerra del Pern, informo 
a la radio RPP de Lima que 
las olas que llegaran serian 
“de baja altura”, aunque no 
descarto que cobraran dimen- 
siones inesperadas. 

En Colombia, Luz Amanda 
Pulido, directora del Sistema 
Nacional de Atencion y Pre- 
vencion de Desastres, dijo 
a la AP que el pais emitio 
un aviso de tsunami, en 16 
municipios de cuatro depar- 
tamentos, pero que “no hay 
una orden de evacuacion to- 
davia”. 

El comandante de la Armada 
de Colombia, almirante Al¬ 
varo Echandia, dijo en ent- 
revista telefonica que “hasta 
el momento no hay infor- 
macion de que haya un pelig¬ 
ro grande, pero... hay restric- 
ciones en la navegacion de 
naves pequenas” que preven 
levantar dos horas despues de 


que lleguen las olas. 

El presidente Juan Manuel 
Santos, en un discurso, ex¬ 
preso al respecto que “dicen 
los expertos que lo mas prob¬ 
able que aqui no sea mayor 
cosa, puede elevarse en algo 
el nivel del mar a eso de las 
7 de la noche, pero en estos 
fenomenos nunca se sabe, 
son impredecibles y por eso 
vamos a estar alertas... para 
prevenir cualquier desastre”. 

CENTROAMERICA 

Ante la eventualidad de un 
desastre, el director de Defen- 
sa Civil, Guillermo Alvizuri, 
informo que en zonas coste- 
ras peruanas hubo pobladores 
que decidieron abandonar sus 
casas como precaucion y el 
ministerio de Educacion sus¬ 
pendio clases en zonas cerca- 
nas al mar de 10 regiones del 
litoral. Medidas similares se 
adoptaron en Centroamerica. 
La hondurena Comision Per- 
manente de Contingencias in- 
sto a las autoridades a restrin- 
gir la navegacion y absten- 
erse de realizar actividades 
en las play as. 

El ministro salvadoreno de 
Ambiente, German Rosa, 
dijo que “lo maximo (de ole¬ 
aje) que podriamos tener es 
un poco mas de dos metros... 
no esperamos tener un prob- 
lema de que vayan avanzar 


las olas, que se vayan a inter- 
nar”. 

El general Mario Perezcassar, 
jefe de la Defensa Civil de 
Nicaragua, dijo que emitiran 
comunicados para que 74 
comunidades, habitadas por 
unas 100.000 personas, se- 
pan del desarrollo de la alerta 
y recomendo alejarse de las 
play as. 

Dijo que unos 3.000 militares 
y policias nicaraguenses es- 
tan listos para prestar auxilio. 
Los presidentes guatemalteco 
Alvaro Colom y panameno 
Ricardo Martinelli emitieron 
mensajes de tranquilidad a 
sus conciudadanos. 

Colom dijo en rueda de 
prensa que “el riesgo puede 
ser minimo, pero hay que 
estar alertas”.El gobemante 
panameno expreso: “no nos 
alarmemos”, aunque el siste¬ 
ma de proteccion civil reco¬ 
mendo a las embarcaciones 
pequenas evitar salir a alt- 
amar. 

La Comision Nacional de 
Emergencias de Costa Rica 
tampoco espera un impacto 
considerable, aunque como 
prevencion el ministerio de 
Ambiente informo que cer- 
rara al medio dia el acceso 
del publico a los parques 
nacionales ubicados en la 
costa del Pacifico, segun un 
comunicado.Q 

















Saturday, March 12 


I ADVERTISEMENT 





Friday, Saturday $ Sunday 
between 5pm and 10pm 


FRESH FISH BBQ and BUFFET 

All You Can Eat! 






55^5*, 




p.p 




For the little ones half price! 


Includes Aruban Fish soup 
Fresh Catch of the day, 
Salad bar and morel 


■Nadi 



icurari 


Restaurant at the Fisherman's Pier - Aruba 




For reservations call 586 2288 


Located between MooMba Beach and Marriott Surf Club 




































